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Patrick Vieira, Arsenal and French midfield-strongman expected to miss November's top of the bill friendly 
international against Australia at the MCG. 


nglish giants, Arsenal have 
| oes struck a deal with 
French national coach, Roger 
Lemerre, which will prevent the 
French players at the club from coming 
—to Australia for the eagerly-awaited 
friendly international against the 
Socceroos. 

Indications emerged over the weekend 
that Arsenal manager, Arsene Wenger has 
thrashed out an arrangement with 
Lemerre, which would exclude the 
French quartet at the English club from 
joining the rest of their compatriots for 
the round-the-world tripto Melboume in 
November. 

Wenger's fears that Patrick Vieira, 
‘Thierry Henry, Robert Pires and Sylvain 
Wiltord would have to endure a tiring trip 
to play the friendly in Australia in 
November , now appears to have been 
allayed in a compromise agreement with 
Lemerre. 

‘The four players form the backbone of 
both Arsenal and France, will be central 
to Arsenal's campaign in the English pre- 
miership and the lucrative European 
Champions League, which will both 
reach crucial stages at that time, 

Wenger has in the past been unhappy 
with the busy schedule of the national 
team which more often than not, always 
requires him to release all the players, 
thus seriously depleting his squad at 
Arsenal. 


2 Se 
Thierry Henry: French striker. 


GST INCLUSIVE 


Henry, Pires, Vieira 
and Wiltord to miss 
Australia clash 


Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger: 
pulling his players out of the 
November friendly. 

If Wenger and Lemerre agree to this 
arrangement, it will deprive thousands of 
Aussie fans a much-cherished opportuni- 
ty to watch the world champions from 
close quarters. 

‘The Socceroos are using the game as a 
Jast-minute tune-up before their make-or- ~ 
break, two-legged qualifying play-off 
against a yet-unknown South American 
side. 

Wenger also called on UEFA, Europe's 
powerful soccer-ruting body, to change its 
international calendar to suit the clubs. 
He said: ‘If there are going to be two 
internationals played together, then I 
would like it to be Wednesday and 
Saturday rather than Saturday and 
Wednesday.’ 

Wenger's move is sure to draw the ire 
of the Australian soccer heierachy, who 
have long been touting the game against 
the reigning World and European champi- 
ons as the ideal preparation before the 
eagerly-awaited World Cup showdown 
against the South Americans for a pre- 
cious World Cup finals berth. 

Already, commercials have been 
appearing on fre®-to-air television around 
the country promoting the France- 
Australia friendly game, and featuring 
Robert Pires and Patrick Vieira, both of 
Arsenal. 

Both players spoke on the commer- 
cials, promising to be here physically for 
the match. 


Jaap Stam: Sold off by 
Manchester Utd, purely for football 
reasons. 


Dear Sir, 

It seems Sir Alex Ferguson believes he is 
bigger than Manchester United. 

The walking dictionary on how to make 
excuses for a loss, has stopped a i 
season to make sure his final édi 
with glory. 

And guess what, it’s not looking all to 
good at ‘Fortress’ Old Trafford. wt 

What manager in their right mind would 
sell his best defender (by a county mile), 
when the team’s defence is shaky to say the 
least? 

Answer: An arrogant Scotsman who lets 
his ego dictate the fortunes of the club. 

Jaap Stam wrote an honest autobiography 
with no harm intended to playing or coach- 
ing st ike, Obviously poor Fergie got a 
little touchy and so Stam had to disappear, 
“purely for football reasons" of course. 

‘As were the cases with Mark Bosnich, 
Paul Ince, Paul McGrath and Andrei 
Kanchelskis, all for football reasons as well 

It is well known that Fergie has his little 

favourites who can get away with highway 
robbery, while those he has a personality 
clash with will struggle to escape with their 
careers in shape, 
‘What we all want to know is why you 
would sell your best defender for the past 
two years because of poor form, and not the 
others who are more than responsible for 
your defensive frailties? 

Can any reader honestly refute the fact 
that Stam is a better defender than the 
Neville brothers, Brown, Silvestre and 
Irwin? I don’t think so. 

Nor do Lazio who couldn't believe their 
luck, and ésurprisingly’ have never tabled a 
bid for Stam’s defensive partners. 

Fergie has spent a ridiculous amount of 
money to secure the Champions League and 
Premiership this season with no regard for 
ongoing success in years to come. 

Why hasn't Fergie's recipe for success 
over the past nine years -of promoting talent- 
ed youth- been implemented in his swan 
song? 

Why because Fergie wants to leave with a 
bang and let everyone else pick up the 
pieces, 


Sir Alex Ferguson. 


Dear Editor, 

Soccer Australia please take note. 
With the new administration seem- 
ingly making space in their 
offices with a number of high 
profile departures, this is the 
perfect time to get Soccer in 
this country moving North 
and not spiralling South 
with some fresh and 
experienced faces. 

Reading some of 
the recent articles in ABSW from 
journalist John Economos, it is clear 
that maybe YOU should take note 


in the paper. 


This is why I can never accept that Sir 

Alex is in the same class as Sir Matt Busby, 
Bob Paisley and Bill Shankly in the top ech- 
clon of British managers. 
None of the above sterling individuals 
ever went about destroying players’ careers 
and believed they were bigger than their 
employers. 

They also didn’t need seven years before 
winning their first domestic trophy, and did- 
n't have the limitless wealth that the United 
juggernaut currently enjoys. 


richly deserved. 


and follow some of his ie 
and take notice of the exposEs of late 


T recently saw an interview with 
new Chairman Ian Knop that 
was shown on a Pay TV carri- 
er. In the interview, Mr Knop 
suggested the creation of a 
committee involving for- 
mer players. Great I say, 
maybe 20 years too 
late, but this is a step 
in the right direction, 
One question though, what role 
will these living legends (some would 


This is not to take anything away from 
Fergies’ amazing run of success which is 


But you know what, apart from the mil- 
lions of bandwagon supporters who think 
‘Busby’ is an animated character on the 
Playstation, I don’t think many people will 
loose sleep if Sir Alex doesn’t receive the 
Royal farewell he so desires. 

I know Jaap Stam won't. 


lan Knop: Soccer Australia 
chairman. 


say forgotten considering the way 
they have been treated) play in the 
development of Soccer in this coun- 


Foster Newton, try? 


Modbury, SA 


Wollongong Wolves players, who just returned from a playing tour of China. 


Dodgy Foreign Tours 


Dear Sir, 

Anytime a new season is about to kick-off, we always find our 
soccer teams going on rather elaborate and expensive foreign 
tours in China, Vietnam, Singapore and even soccer backwaters 
Such as East Timor and Western Samoa. I'm not convinced there 
is anyhting worthwhile for either the players or the officials to 
learn in’ such places, 

‘The same all too-familiar scenario has been repeating itself in 
the past three months with almost all our clubsides heading for 
far-flung destinations in the Pacific Rim. 

Is it really that they all intend to prepare for the new season, 
or a8 a mate of mine said, they just want to get away from the 
winter and enjoy some sunshine. 
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It sure does not smack of seriousness when our players go out 
to neighbouring countries, where they notch-up cricket scores and 
come back here feeling good. 

Despite what anyone says, the National Soccer League is 
streets ahead of anything else around these parts. It therefore 
belittles our own standards here when our big clubs go out and 
flea muscles with lesser teams all around us. 

Hope the NSL will look into all these dodgy trips and call a halt 
to them. 

Yours in Soccer, 
Mark Pembleton, 
Noosa Heads, QLD 


| Good work Knop, but.... 


Will they be there on a full time 
basis? I sincerely hope so. They not 
only have many years of experience, 
in the sport, understheir belts, but also 
many are still willing to see Soccer 
reach the lofty heights that so many 
associate the sport with, 

T hope that they are not kept on the 
outside, they should be filling the top 
Positions at Soccer Australia. Maybe 
its time to get rid of the politicians 
and replace them with some soccer 
identities to do a job which needs to 
be done quick. 

Also, last week’s article about 
Mark Ella and the success of rugby 
was embarrassing. The way that that 
sport has progressed and Soccer has 
spiraled is hard to believe. 

Take a look at the other major 
codes around and instead of declaring 
war, maybe its time we align our- 
selves with them and learn from their 
mistakes, because more ofthe same 
from Soccer could ruin our game for 
good. 

T have also been amazed just how 
much bad publicity (some would day 
deserved) of late Soccer has received. 

‘Well Mr Knop and associates, this 
is your chance. There is no time like 
the right time and this is it, don’t just 
look at yourselves ind wait for some- 
one else to do something. Pick up the 
ball, dribble it and then slot home 
some goals for the good of the game. 

At the moment we are down and 
almost out and the fans are sick of it. 

Bob Wallis 
Sutherland, NSW 


Last season's _ Iialian 
import striker, Claudio 
Pelosi, will not be retuming 
from Italy to Adelaide. 

Experienced midfielders 
Bradley Hassell and Aurelio 
Vidmar have also-left the 
Club. 

Maybe now is really the 
perfect time for Matic to 
make a move and contact 
with haste, another magnifi- 
cent kid from Adelaide, non 
other than one Lleyton 
Hewitt, 

Maybe, just maybe, the 
brilliant, thinly built, but 
steel-willed Hewitt, could 
give Matic a hand in his 
hour of need. 

It was Hewitt's fierce and 
unyielding fighting spirit 
yesterday morning, 
(Monday), that lifted him to 
victory by unbelievably 
crushing the powerful 
American giant, Peter 
Sampras. 

The 20 year old lion-heart- 
Hewitt smashed 
Sampras in the US Open in 
straight sets, 7-6, 6-1, 6-1 

The little, but severely 
tenacious soldier from 
Adelaide, shocked the 
World of Tennis yesterday 
morning when he grabbed 
his very first Grand Slam 
title in only his very first 
Grand Slam Final. 

Apparently according to 


By John Economos 


ORAN MATIC over 

recent years has lost 
L: many top line 
players that today his team, 
Adelaide City, has been left 
severely depleted. 

So severely depleted in 
fact, that the ‘Black and 
Whites’ have been left with 
just a handful of experienced 
stars, 


ZORAN MATIC: Would 
readily take Lleyton 
into his squad. 


BONNYRIGG 


WHITE EAGLES 
SOCCER CLUB 


Requires Super Youth League 
Players for 2002 Season. 


U/11s, U/12s, U/13s, U/14s, U/15s, U/17s. 

WHEN: 
Sundays 16, 23, 30 September, 
and Sunday 7 October 2001 

TIMES: 

1is&12s FROM  10,00am to 12.00 noon 

12s &13s FROM 12.00 noon to 2.00pm 

15s&17s FROM 2.00pm to 4.00pm 


TRIALS WILL BE CONDUCTED AT: 
Cabramatta Sports Ground, Begonia Ave, Cabramatta, 
For further information contact the club’s secretary 
Jack Cirjanic. 


Phone 9823-7714 


ABSW (& 
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PERTH GLORY WET, 
BUT STILL UNBEATEN 


By Richard Kreider between 1998-99 before 


attempting to secure a career 
espite the soggy con- 
ditions, Perth 
Glory’s _ three-day 


overseas. 
In Saturday's second 
pre-season trek to South 
Australia was deseribed by 


game, Glory drew 2-2 with 

fellow NSL outfit Parramatta 
coach Mich d’Avray as 2 
“very useful exercise” fol- 


Power, played at Hindmarsh 
lowing friendlies against 


Stadium, 
local state league side 


Adelaide Blue Eagles and % : 
NSL club Parramatta a 
Power over the weekend. , : 


On Friday night, Perth 


Glory was fending 4-0 


LLEYTON HEWITT, born and raised in Adelaide, stunned the World of Tennis 
yesterday morning by winning the US Open in New York, crushing 
experienced former champion Pete Sampras in straight sets 7-6 6-1 6-1. 


Matic, Hewitt is just the right 
style of sportsman he loves. 

When contacted last night, 
Matic stated to ABSW: 

"There is always plenty of 
room for sportsmen like 
Lleyton. 

"He takes his work, very 
seriously, completely dedi- 
cated and is a fighter who 
thrives on hard work, 

"Yd be proud to have 
someone like Hewitt in my 
‘squad as he has the heart to 
be a winner. 

“Against all odds, Hewitt 
proved this to the whole 
World by the manner he was 
able to beat Sampras. 

"He's worked very hard to 
get where he is. 

"Hewitt had to work even 
harder to beat someone like 
Sampras. 

" Yes, the kid is a most 
deserving champion,” Matic 
said in saluting yet another 
Aussie champion, one 
Lleyton Hewitt. 


MT. PRITCHARD & DISTRICT 
FEDERATION SOCCER CLUB 


A sub-Club of Mt. Pritchard & District Community Club 


against Adelaide Blue Eagles 
when the game was aban- 
doned after 75 minutes due to “fe 
a waterlogged pitch. 

Bobby Despotovski had 
scored twice, with Damian’ 
Mori and defender Dion 


Mitch d'Avray. 
Power's 20-year old mide 


Yalle also finding the net. fielder Ahmed Elrich twice 
Despite the shortening of — had his side in the lead but 
the game, coach Mich _ the visitors got back on terms 


diAvray was pleased with 
what he saw in the time that 
was played, “They are a very, 
strong State League side, 
having won the competition 
by some eight points,” said 
diAvray, 

“The quality of the oppo- 
sition and the difficult condi- 
tions made it almost as good 
as a 90 minute hit-out,” the 
Perth Glory coach added, 

D’Avray said’ former 
Glory player and recent trial- 
list Michael Garcia had done 
well. Garcia, an ex-Youth 
International and Olyroo 
midfielder, made 30 appear- 
ances for the Perth club 


‘on ‘both occasions, first 
through Nick Mrdja and then 
courtesy of an own goal, “It 
was a step up in class and just 
what we needed,” said Mich 
d’Avray. 

“There was a lot of hard 
work but we didn’t manage to 
Keep the ball in the first half, 
Which was a bit of a negative. 

“Overall, it has been’ a 
very useful — exercise,” 
d’Avray concluded, 

Next Friday, State League 
side Inglewood Fale#hs will 
provide the next opposition 
for Glory as they continue 
preparations at Inglewood’s 
National Stadium, 


A.C. UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB 


SOCCER TRIALS 
2002 SEASON 


Our ambitious and professional Federation 
Soccer Club invites applications for the fol- 
lowing positions for the 2002 Season. 


REPRESENTATIVE COACHES 


Under 17 Div 1 Youth League 
Under 15 Div 1 Youth League 
Under 11 Div 1 Cadet League 


Applications for the above positions close 
on Friday 21st September 2001. All appli- 
cants must hold a minimum Intermediate 
Licence and appropriate Coaching Council 
Accreditation for all Coaching positions. 


Enquiries to the Secretary, Sue Hartas 
9673 4939 or 0414 701 489 
Or Dave Higson 
02 4625 1573 or 0412 433 282 
All Applicants must supply details of experience, quali- 
fications and Personal References. 


ry, Mt Pri 
laranie Avenu NSV 


Fax: (02) 88077367 


A.C. UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


Super League 


U19’s 11.00am, U21’s 1.00pm 
Sunday, October 14th and 21st, 2001 


Super Youth League 


U13’s 9,30am, U14’s 11.30am, U15's 1.30pm 
and U17’s 3.30pm. 
Saturday, October 13th, 20th, and 27th, 2001 


Cadet League 


U11’s 1.00pm, U12’s 3.00pm 
Saturday, September 22nd, 29th, 2001 


Contact: Yohn Palmans 
9636 8417 (H) or (M) 0412 921 131 


ALL TRIALS TO BE HELD AT THE ABRUZZI FIELD AT 
11 ELIZABETH STREET, WETHERILL PARK 


Sir Alex has spent millions in his pursuit of Champions League success. 
It’Ll only cost you a few bucks. 


spendi g big to. win this season. When Europ s two club competitions kick off 


e Champions League and the UEFA Cup are wide open so why not add to th 


Real Madrid Barcelona 


the Champions League winner ¢ 
LEAGUE FINAL WINNER 2001/02 
Schalke 


CHAMPIONS 


Galatasaray 


have a Result bet on selected match 


Available at all TABs, PubTABs, 
ClubTABs, PhoneTAB on 136 337, 
and on the Net. 


Bayern Munich 


Borussia Dortmund 


Celtic 


‘Spartak Moscow 


Let's play 


Juventus Arsenal Lyon Feyenoord 
Manchester United Liverpool Real Mallorca Anderlecht 
“Deportivo La Coruna Bayer Leverkusen Dynamo Kiev 


PSV Eindhoven 


Olympiakos 


Nantes 


sportstab.com.au 


iS) IS A CONFIDENTIAL, ANONYMOUS AND FREE COUNSELLING SERVICE. FREE CALL 1600 639 695, asx 
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AS KALOGERA- 
COS has been sen- 
sationally sacked by 


the Auckland Kingz’ man- 
ager Mickey Petersen, just 
four weeks after having ini- 
tially signed the attacking 
midfielder from South 
Melbourne along with 
Andy Vlahos and Con 
Boutsianis, 


MICKEY PETERSEN: 
Manager of Soccer of 
the Auckland Kingz. 


It appears that Petersen 
‘was most reluctant to elab- 
orate too much on this sud- 
den decision. 

However Petersen did 
manage to insinuate that 
Kalogeracos Seemed to 
experiencing problems in 
settling in New Zealand, 
plus that the player had 
some difficulties with disci- 
pline. 

Petersen then added: 
“Anyone who wears the 
Kingz’ jumper has earned 
it, 

“We're setting a pretty 
high standard to wearing 
the shirt morally.” 

In seeking to sign up a 
quality goalkeeper, 
Petersen has targetted 
Miramar Rangers’ and 
international custodian, 
James Bannatyne. 

“1 think he isa yery con- 
fident ‘keeper and controls 
his area very well,” 
Petersen remarked despite 
having just watched him 
playing for Miramar 
Rangers in their 3-2 
National Grand Final loss 
last Saturday to Central 
United played in Auckland, 

The Kingz’ already have 

Australian ‘keeper, 
Michael Theoklitos, under 
contri 

Chris Marsh, former 
New Zealand Youth inter- 
national goalie is training 
with the Kingz. 


eeee- 
OLLONGONG 
WOLVES, the 


Australian League champi- 
ons the past two seasons, are 
quietly revving up to retain 
their ~Championship this 
coming season and make it a 
historic three in a row. 
Having just come back 
from a 10 day tour of China 
where Wollongong won both 
of their games against the 
two top teams there, Ronnie 


than four key players during 
the off-season, the notorious- 
ly phlegmatic Corry has 
faken all set-backs in his 
always steady stride, 

Latest departee, and only 
last week, is top goalscorer 
Saso Petrovski who's off to 
link up with Denmark side 
FC Viborg on a three year 
contract. 

Last season Petrovski 
nailed the target no less than 
21 times, 

The iceberg-cold Corry 
remains totally undaunted 
despite having now lost four 
players from last season’s 
League championship win- 
ning squad. 

The same happened the 
season before Jast when no 
less than five players had left 
the Club, yet Corry still 
Steamed ahead to win the 
second consecutive League 
Championship. 

During this current off- 
season, Corry has been left to 
start the League without his 
captain Matt Horsley, Scotty 
Chipperfield, Robbie 
Middelby plus Petrovski. 


Quietly but seriously 
hunting a third 
consecutive League 
championship. 


eo0e 

till on Wollongong, last 

‘Saturday afternoon at 
Christie Park Ryde, in 
Sydney, the Wollongong 
Wolves defeated a strong 
and robust Northern Spirit 
0-1 in a friendly hit-out, 

The League Champions’ 
sole goal came from ace- 
striker Stuart Young, just 
sixty seconds from the 
break. 


Despite the loss however, 
outstanding performer was 
none other than the Spirit’s 
new signing, _ stylistic 
marksman Pablo Cardozo, 

The ball-playing 
Cardozo, signed for this 
season from Sydney 
Olympic, vastly stood out 
with his elegant touches 
and constructive peripher- 
al vision, 

eeee 
ILUB MARCONI last 
‘Sunday morning held its 
Annual Elections which 
promised to be fiery as well 
as full of surprises. 

The Elections did not fail 
to deliver either, 

The giant Club that in 
Tecent times has plunged into 
serious financial dire straits, 
SaW no less than seven of the 
12 original Board of 
Directors wiped out. 

Long-standing. incumbent 
President, Tony Labbozzetta, 
did not stand for any of the 
positions on the Board. 

Incumbent Directors 
Giuliano Colusso, Rolando 
Melosi, Tony Campolongo, 
Vince Foti and Morris Licata 
were the only ones that 
escaped the wrath of the 
Members and were re-elect- 
ed, 

For the first time in Club 
Marconi’s history, a female, 
(Defina Pipitone), gained a 
seat on the Board. 

Meanwhile on the Soccer 
side of things, in a friendly 
hit out, Marconi defeated 
Blacktown City 5-1. 

Marconi this Friday night 
will play another friendly, 
this time against Adelaide 
City at the Marconi Stadium 
starting at 7 pm. 


VINCE FOTI: One of the 
few to survive the 
Marconi axe. 


@ 
YDNEY UNITED 
defeated Malaysian 


touring side Johor, 3-0. 

United’s goals came 
from Ante Milicic, Jon 
Angelucci and Zlatko 
Arambasic, 3 

United for the new sea- 
son will be coached by 
Kreso Ganjto. 

Drago Zulj, the General 
manager of Sydney United, 
stated last night: 

“Our squad has been 
finalised and has been 
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By John Economos 


match this Saturday after- 
noon against the 
Parramatta Power. 

“Kick off has been set 
down for 3 pm to be played 
at the Sydney Croatian 
Sports Centre on Edensor 
Road.” 


& 


Marrickville by 3-0. 

Olympic’s goals came 
through newly signed strik- 
er from the Brisbane 
Strikers, Jeremy Harris, 


Andrew Durante and 
Dylan MacAllister. 
This season, (and for the 


first time in its history in 
the NSL), Olympic has 
switched all its home games 
to be played on Saturday 
evenings. 

In past seasons, Olympic 
had even tried Friday 
evenings, (at the Sydney 
Football Stadium), before 
hastily reverting back to 


mw & 
ANTE MILICIC: Sydney United's lethal left footed- 
flanker, returns home, 


HE strong interest shown 

in the past year or two by 
giant Clubs from the England 
Premier League in Australian 
young players, has seen some 
ridiculous events rapidly tak- 
ing place amongst our vast 
Junior ranks, 

Firstly, despite Australia 
having only six recognised 
FIFA registered Players’ 
Agents, all of a sudden 
another 400 odd ‘amateur 
agents’ have mushroomed 
from nowhere. 

All these unofficial ‘oper- 
ators’ have been drifting 
through our various Junior 
ranks, floating around count- 
less promises to hopefully 
sign up kids on ‘agreements’. 

The situation has become 
like “Luna Park’. 

It’s got to the ludicrous 
Stage where many over-zeal- 
ous, but ill-informed parents, 
have already, hugely overre- 
acted. 

Many of them are believed 
to have excitedly rushed to 
the Immigration Department 
to lodge Passport applica- 
tions for their little 10 year 
olds. 

It’s well over due that our 
Soccer authorities stepped in 
and put an abrupt stop to this 
“Happy Hour’ of Mickey 
Mouse ‘agi 


o 

YDNEY OLYMPIC, 
(oops..’Olympic 
Sharks’ as officially rela- 
belled last week), played 
their third friendly last 


Sunday afternoon at 


Corry's squad already look in PABLO CARDOZO: working hard in pre-season Wentworth Park where 
top shape. Starred for the Spirit sessions. they defeated NSW’ State 

Despite having lost no less last Saturday. “We have a friendly League side Canterbury 
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their traditionally popular 
Sunday afternoons/nights. 

Olympic who last season 
finished third in the 
League, not only has relo- 
cated its home ground to 
Toyota Park for the next 
three years, but as from 
next week the Club’s 
administration staff and 
offices will also relocate 
and operate out of the 
Cronulla Sharks Leagues 
Club. 

By far the NSL’s most 
‘nomadic team’ since join- 
ing the League back in 
1977, Sydney Olympic had 
used no less than seven 
venues as its home ground 
in its frantic and relentless 
search to expand its sup- 


port-base. 
Past sites have included: 
Erskineville Oval, 


Wentworth Park, Pratten 


ANDREW DURANTE: 
Scored for Olympic 
last Sunday. 


Park, Sydney Football 
Stadium, St George 
Stadium (the _ best), 
Leichhardt Oval _ plus 
Belmore Sports Ground 
over the past three seasons, 

Toyota Park from this 
October becomes 
Olympic’s home ground No 
8. 


The Club’s Soccer Chief, 
the astute Mr Nick Politis, 
stated last week: 

“We just had to move 
out of the West and try the 
South, 

“Tf we fail here to attract 
larger crowds, it’s full stop 
as there’s nowhere else to 
20,” Politis summed up. 

Olympic’s NSL_season- 
opener on Saturday 
October 6th will be against 
Sydney United at the relo- 
cated Toyota Park situated 
near Cronulla. 

This Saturday Olympic 
will have a hit-out against 
Zoran Matic’s Adelaide 
City. 

‘The match will be played 
at 3pm at Fraser Park at 
Marrickville in Sydney, 

ee0ee 


INETEEN NATIONS 
have now been left in a 
wild and heated scramble to 


qualify for next year’s 
Japan/Korea World Cup 
Finals. 


The first three to have 


Germany and Albania. David 
Beckham’s England lads 
have catapulted themselves 
to the top of that Group, just 
ahead of the Germans on 
goal-difference 

In these two World Cup 
qualifiers, , England has 
scored no less than seven 
goals, the whole lot by 
Liverpool players with four 
of them drilled in by the 
turbo-charged 2% year old 
Michael Owea- 

England’s last match is at 
home against Greece. 

Sweden late last week 
with two yery late goals 
against Turkey, also lifjed 
themselves into the World 
Cup Finals, now joining fel- 
low Europeans France, 
Poland and Spain. 

‘The Spaniards in Group 7, 
also nailed a berth in the Cup 
Finals, (for the seventh time), 
but surprisingly not having 
once won the World's most 
prestigious sporting trophy. 

But for Australia, only the 
South American Group is of 
Vital Concern. 

Runaway leaders 
Argentina is in, home and 
hosed. 

The first 


four South 


American nations qualify 
with the fifth having to play 
Australia away and at home 
by November 25th. 

Right now Brazil and 
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RIVALDO: Brazil's magnificent playmaker 


Stepped into the World Cup 
Finals were the ‘automatics’ 
France,. (current World 
Champions), Japan and 
Korea (joint host countries), 

Only the African Group 
has been fully settled with 
the five places snapped up by 
the Camerouns, Nigeria, 
Senegal, South Africa and 
Tunisia. 

Last week in Europe's 
Group 9, England became 
the cat amongst the pigeons. 
With two solid victories 
within a week against 


Uruguay are locked on 20 
points in fourth and fifth 
spots with Colombia four 
points further down in sixth 
spot. 

But with each nation hay- 
ing three more games to be 
played, it's still anyone's” 
guess which nation will be 
Australia's opponent. 

The last South American 
qualifiers stipulated by FIFA, 
must be completed by 
November 14th. 

@ 


FOR ADVERTISING IN ABSW, 
PLEASE CALL 


(02) 9744 6984 


By John Economos 


AMES (‘Gentleman 

Jim’) OSBORNE, at 

the sprightly age of 
93, is the oldest living for- 
mer Australian Soccer 
International. 

Residing in the Sydney 
suburb of Earlwood with his 
long loving wife, Jimmy 
Osbome celebrated his 93rd 
birthday on May 4th. 

The 1937 England touring 
captain, Bemard Joy, once 
rated James Osborne 
amongst the very best of the 
Australian international 
players. 

A far more recent former 
Australian International, 
Johnny Watkiss, went to visit 
Mr Osborne last July when 
the elderly Soccer warrior 
was briefly admitted into 
Canterbury Hospital in 
Sydney where he had some 
tests carried on his heart as 
well as to check out his 
blood pressure. 

Mr Osborne’s successful 
career, mostly as a half back, 


frig) s 
former Posed inierfationel, seen here with wife 
Edna, on his 93rd Birthday. 


(attacking midfielder), 
included having scored 
incredibly more than 400 
goals in just over 450 first 
class appearances. 

James Osborne represent- 
ed Australia against New 
Zealand (1936), India 
(1938), Palestine (1939), 
China (1941) and even cap- 
tained the NSW side which 
clashed against the English 
Amateurs back in 1937. 

Osborne toured with the 
Australian side to New 
Caledonia (1933) and New 
Zealand (1936). 

Kicking off his career at 
the tender age of 18 with 
Wallsend, Jimmy later trans- 
ferred across to Weston. 

In secking employment, 
Jim switched down to 
Sydney for two seasons 
where he played with 
Granville before signing 
with Meters from 1936 until 
he retired at the age of 37 in 
1945. 

Highly skilled, Osborne 
played in an era that boasted 
Soccer giants such as Jim 


Johnny Watkiss: 
Former Australian 
World Cup star. 
McNabb, Digger Evans, 
George Smith as well as Joe 
Marston, Reg Date and Alf 
Quill in his later years. 

Mr Osborne, was inducted 
into the ‘Hunter Region 
Sporting Hall of Fame’ in 
1998. He had kicked off his 
playing career as a striker 
whilst still at school and in 
Grade until one of his team- 


SUPER CADET & 
ER YOUTH LEAGUE 


GRADE 11: 

6.00pm Monday, 17 September, 2001 
6.00pm Wednesday, 19 September, 2001 
10.00am Saturday, 22 September, 2001 


GRADE 13: 

6.00pm Monday, 24 September, 2001 
6.00pm Wednesday, 26 September, 2001 
10.00am Saturday, 29 September, 2001 


GRADE 15: 

6.00pm Tuesday, 16 October, 2001 
6.00pm Thursday, 18 October, 2001 
10.00am Saturday, 20 October, 2001 


GRADE 14 GIRLS: 
6.00pm Monday, 29 October, 2001 
6.00pm Wednesday, 31 October 2001 


_Magconpe? 


‘STALLION 


TRIALS 


GRADE 12: 

6.00pm Tuesday, 18 September, 2001 
6.00pm Thursday, 20 September, 2001 
1.00pm Saturday, 22 Septmber, 2001 


GRADE 14: 

6.00pm Monday, 15 October, 2001 
6.00pm Wednesday, 17 October, 2001 
1.00pm Saturday, 20 October, 2001 


GRADE 17: 

6.00pm Monday, 22 October, 2001 
6,00pm Wednesday, 24 October, 2001 
1.00pm Saturday, 27 October, 2001 


GRADE 16 GIRLS: 
6.00pm Tuesday, 30 October, 2001 
6.00pm Thursday, 1 November, 2001 


mates, (a left midfielder), 
became ill. 

That opened the door for 
Mr Osborne to be selected to 
fill that vacated position, the 
spot in which he held with 
zeal till he retired. 

February 28th, 1999, saw 
one James Osborne, former 
outstanding Australian 
Soccer International, induct- 
ed into the Inaugural 
‘Australian Soccer Hall Of 
Fame’. 

From all at ABSW and its 
readers, we extended best 
wishes to James and his wife 
Edna. 


Under 11 
30th September 9.00am 


Sunday Sunday 30th September 11.00am 
Friday Sth October 5.30pm Friday 5th October 7.00pm. 
Sunday ‘7th October 9.00am Sunday 7th October —_11.00am 
Friday 12th October 5.30pm Friday 12th October 7.00pm 
Sunday 14th October 9.00am Sunday 14th October —_11.00am 
Friday 19th October 5.30pm Friday 19th October 7.00pm. 


Monday 
Monday 
Monday 


1st October 
8th October 
15th October 


Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 


2nd October 
9th October 
16th October 


Thursday 4th October 
.| Thursday 11th October 
Thursday 18th October 


Wednesday 3rd October 6.00pm 
Wednesday 10th October 6.00pm 
Wednesday 17th October 6.00pm 


6.00pm 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 


6.00pm 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 


6th October 
13th October 
20th October 


6th October 
13th October 
20th October 


6th October 
13th October 
20th October 


6.00pm 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 


6th October 
13th October 


Saturday 20th October 


ak 


10.00am — Saturday, 5 November, 2001 


1.00pm Saturday, 3 November, 2001 


All trials will be held at Club Marconi, 
Marconi Plaza, Bossley Park. 


Blacktown Association invites quality players 


to trial for Season 2002. 


Under 13 — Tuesday 25, Thursday 27, Friday 28 september 2001 


Under 14 — Monday 24, Wednesday 26 September, Monday ‘st October 2001 
Under 15 + Monday 24, Wednesday 26, September, Monday ‘1st October 2001 


Under 17 — Tuesday 25, Thursday 27, Friday 28 September 2001 


6.00pm-7.30pm. 
6.00pm-7.30pm 
7.30pm-9.00pm 
7.30pm-9.00pm 


Under 11 — Tuesday 18, Thursday 20, Friday 21 September 2001 _ 
Under 12 — Monday 17, Wednesday 19, Friday 21 September 2001 


6.30pm start 


Sunday 23rd, 30th September, Sunday 7th, 14th October 
U14, U16 Youth League Girls 10.00am start 


Sunday 23rd, 30th September, Sunday 7th, 14th October 
U18's, 1st Grade State Premier League 12.00pm 
Enquiries Jack Taylor 0408 406 717 
Venue: Francis Park Richmond Rd, Blacktown 


BDSFA Office 9672 1211 
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Saso Petrovski: “I moved ... to 
improve my, chances to play for 
Socceroos.” 


Petrovski off to Denmark 
with Socceroos in mind 


‘ollongong Wolves’ striker, 

Saso Petrovski declared last 

week that his transfer to 
Norwegian side, Viborg was intended 
primarily at breaking into the 
Australian national team - the 
Socceroos. 

“I want to let National Coach Frank 
Farina know that I have moved to Europe 
to improve my game and at the same time 
improve my chances to continue to play for 
the Socceroos.” 

Last season’s NSL top goalscorer 
Petrovski joined top Danish side FC 
Viborg on a three year contract. During his 
time with the back-to-back Champions, 
Petroyski made no secret of his overseas 
ambitions and felt that now was the perfect 
time to try his luck. The Wolves will 
feceive an undisclosed transfer fee as the 


striker still had a year to run on his Wolves 
contract. 

Despite his potency in front of goal, 
Petrovski only debuted in the national side 
last month during an ill-fated friendly 
match with Japan which Australia lost 3-0. 
The strong presence of Europe-based stars 
has consistently made it tough for 
Petrovski to break into the side. 

After concluding negotiations and a 
medical test, Saso Petrovski’s new club 
Viborg were working furiously with 
Wollongong Wolves last week to arrange 
Petrovski’s international clearance certifi- 
cate in time for the Australian striker to 
line up for the weekend clash against 
Silkeborg IF. 

Petrovski meanwhile said: “I am really 
looking forward to playing for my new 
club Viborg this weekend against 


Joeys suffer triple setback 


proposed friendly match 

between Australia’s U/17 side - 

the Joeys - and the Argentine 
U17 team was cancelled last week 
according to the Joeys chief coach, 
Angie Postecoglou. 

No reason was given for the eagerly- 
anticipated showdown, which would have 
seryed as a serious tune-up for the team in 
its preparations for the U/I7 World Cup 
finals billed for Trinidad and Tobago later 
this month, 

Postecoglou was keen on filing his boys 
out against the Argentines in a bid to size 
up his players’ performance as they are 
billed to meet fellow South Americans, 
Brazil in the world cup proper. 

The cancellation came on the heels of a 
loss by the team also last week 4-1 to 
MLS team Tampa Bay Mutiny at Miami, 
USA. 

Tampa Bay provided the Joeys with its 
toughest friendly game so far and was a 
good hit out for the young Australian side. 

“Tampa Bay are a top National League 
team here in America with most players 
between 25 - 30 years of age, so obviously 
they were going to be stranger than us,” 
said Postecoglou. 

“T was however very pleased with our 
performance and although we were 1-0 


By Graham Cooke 


n on-again-off-again relationship 
between Shane Lyons and the 
Canberra Cosmos is off - this 

time, apparently, for good. 
‘The midfielder was initially keen to re- 
sign for the National League club after a 
successful 2000-01 season under coaches 


Tom Sermanni and Mike Milovanovic, but © 


the first hitch came after Milovanovic’s 
successor, Antonio Alzemendi, cut him 
from the training squad. 

He was angry and indignant, saying he 
had passed up trial chances with other 
clubs because of an earlier promise from 
the Cosmos that he would be given a con- 
tract,.but within days Alzemendi himself 
had been sacked and Lyons was back train- 
ing, this time for the fourth Cosmos coach 
this year, Leon Gardikiotis. 


down at half-time, I thought we were the 
better side and had more chances than they 
did.” 

The Joeys only goal came late in the 
match from Jay Lucas, off an indirect free 
Kick. 

Soccer Australia has meanwhile 
expressed frustration in efforts to amend 
kick-off times for the Joeys matches at the 
forthcoming FIFA  U/I7_— World 
Championship in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Head of Delegation Les Avory made a 
pre-tournament visit to the Port of Spain to 
meet with the local organising committee, 
but retumed disappointed following his 
meeting with Trinidadian and FIFA Vice 
President, Mr. Jack Wamer. 

Mr. Avory discussed with Mr. Wamer in 
relation to Australia’s opening match 
against Brazil and then within 41 hours 
having to play the host nation Trinidad & 
Tobago in the hottest part of the day at 
1.00pm, when all other tournament games 
are played at 3.30pm, 5.00pm, 6.00pm and 
7.30 pm. 

Mr. Avory told Mr. Warner he did not 
want a repeat of the frightening heat stroke 
episode suffered by two Australian players 
in Fiji in the Oceania Qualifiers in 1999. 

“T’m disappointed at the outcome of dis- 
cussions we had in trying to secure a more 


Shane Lyons 


‘That ended last week when the 21-year- 
old, 50-game NSL veteran was offered a 
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Jay Lucas: Restored some pride 
for the Joeys. 


suitable resolution for all parties con- 
cerned, and it seems that our time in 
‘Trinidad will be made as uncomfortable as 
possible,” said Les Avory. 

Commenting on the spirit of the team, 
Mr. Avory said, “ Despite some logistical 
issues, the team is acclimatising well, and 
looking forward to the Championship 
games, particularly against Brazil and 
hosts Trinidad & Tobago.” 


contract he described as “an insult”, 

“They were obviously not serious,” he 
said. “I have been wasting my time here.” 

The offer is believed to be considerably. 
less than last season’s, itself a fairly lean 
year on the Cosmos wages front. 

His next port of call was NSW Premier 
League club Belconnen Blue Devils, and 
he scored in the Devils’ 2-1 pre-season win 
over the Australian Institute of Sport. 
Also in the Devils’ line-up were two 
other former Cosmos players, Toplica 
Popovich and Stephen Kemp, along with 
former Eastern Pride midfielder Michael 
Katz, who had been tipped to join the NSL 
club. 

With the possibility of yet another 
Cosmos reject, Milton Cortes, joining 
them, Belconnen are building a side of 
championship potential. 


Silkeborg. ig 

“Obviously even if it (transfer) comes 
through in time, the coach Kim Poulsen 
may or may not decide to use me or pul me 
on the bench, However if I get on Iwill be 
trying my guts out tos score in front of my 
new fans.” 

“Il like to thank all the people at 
Wollongong Wolves for what has been a 
fantastic couple of years. I will treasure the 
two Championships for the rest of my life. 

“I want to thank the Directors of the 
Club and especially Joe Cachia for the 
understanding and commonsense they 
have shown in the negotiations with 
Viborg. 

“I mean business here at my new club, I 
want to continue to win and will do every- 
thing within my ability to help this club 
achieve success, 


in front of g 
cess over the last two 


coach Ron Corr 
Success this ¢ 


By Allan Crisp 


WEST END CUP’S RICH 
HISTORY 


he West End Cup, South Australia’s equiva- 

lent of the English FA Cup, has a glorious his- 
tory. that includes a marathon match that took 
seven hours and 10 minutes to reach a verdict. 

‘The passion associated with sport has sim- 
mered throughout the years with occasional upset 
results achieved by amateur league sides over the 
semi-professional Premier League and State 
League teams. 

Cambridge was the inaugural winner in 1907 
when the SA British Football Association teams 
contested the Webb-Harris Cup. 

During its 94 years, the famous knock-out 
competition has had 10 different sponsors aad 28 
winners, with Adelaide Juventus the most prolific 
victor, claiming the trophy 12 times, 

In the modem era, Adelaide Blue Eagles have 
reigned supreme, winning the cup on six ocea- 
sions under their Azzurri banner and later under 
the Blue Eagles name. 

Unleashing a four-year burst of cup grabbing 
enthusiasm the Blue Eagles snared the silver ware 
a stunning three times, interrupted only by White 
City Woodyille’s success in 1996. 

Last season Croydon Kings crowned their 50th 
anniversary year by breaking a 25-year trophy 
drought to collect the cup after an enthralling bat- 
tle with Premier League newcomers Metro Stars. 

With the Hindmarsh Stadium pitch undergoing 
renovations to fill its role as an Olympic Games 
Venue, the final was decided at the new Marden 
Sports Centre. 

The Kings and the Stars were locked 1-1 after 
the regulation 90 minutes and 30 minutes of 
drama-filled extra time before Croydon emerged 
the winner 7-6 on penalties. 


Px Adelaide and Malta rocked the record boat 
when they played an amazing 430 minutes 
before reaching a result. 

Four games were played, the first two being 
drawn 2-2 and 1-1, before Port triumphed 3-2 
with the winning goal coming from a penalty. 

However, the referee later admitted he had 
been wrong in awarding the spot-kick, so the 
South Australian Soccer Association ruled the 
match should be replayed. 

Tt was a case of fourth time lucky for Malta, 
which ended the epic struggle by reversing the 
earlier result:3-2, 

But, Malta joined Port Adelaide at the exit gate 
when its stumbled in the next round losing 1-2 to 
Birkalla, 

One of the most gut-wrenching, emotion- 
charged cup final wins came in 1999 when West 
Adelaide defeated Elizabeth City 2-1 to herald the 
last official match played by the hugely success- 
ful former NSL club. 

‘That was a truly memorable curtain call for the 
Sharks, who were the first SA club to win the 
NSL championship in the second season of the 
national competition. 

While West Adelaide grabbed the cup in its 
final season, Playford Patriots achieved the feat in 
their first season to continue the fairytale scenario 
that anything is possible. 

Playford defeated Blue Eagles 3-0 in the 2001 
West End Cup final to record one of the biggest 
upsets in the history of the colourful competition, 

But, that's what cup football is all about! 


CUP SPONSORS 
Webb-Harris Cup 
Cambridge Cup 
Pelaco Cup 
Advertiser Cup 
Wills Cup 
Federation Cup 


ABSW (@) 


Capital City hooks 
$-African star 


Scott Tunbridge (right): Impressive with Adelaide City during their tour of Samoa. 


PGH Cup 
Dairy Vale Cup 
Mutual Community Cup 
West End Cup 


CUP WINNERS CHART 
JUVENTUS 13 
CROATIA 9 
WEST TORRENS 8 
AZZURRI/BLUE EAGLES 6 
POLONIA/CROYDON 6 
STURT (One shared) 4 
BIRKALLA ROVERS 4 
BEOGRAD/WHITE CITY 4 
CAMBRIDGE 3 
HINDMARSH (One shared) 3 
ADELAIDE 3 
CHELTENHAM 3 
PORT ADELAIDE 3 
HELLAS/WA 3 
SA RAILWAYS 2 
USC LION 2 
CAMPBELLTOWN 2 
SOUTH ADELAIDE | 
PROSPECT 1 
HOLDENS UTD 1 
LANCASHIRE 1 
PORT THISTLE | 
KINGSWOOD 1 
NORTH/DURAM 1 
VICTORIA (Assoc) 1 
CUMBERLAND | 
WT BIRKALLA 1 
MODBURY I 


*Stats by SASF Historian Denis Harlow. 


BALI HA’1 FORCE 


delaide City Force believe when it comes to 

pre-season training that “There’s Nothing 
Like a Game” in the South Pacific. City began a 
five-game tour of the Rogers and Hammerstein 
region last Thursday against a national Samoa 
Select side in the capital Apia and won 6-1 

Former Carlton and Northern Spirit striker 
Alex Moreira made an auspicious debut, scoring a 
brace. 

Defender Iain Fyfe also bagged two goals, 
while Scott Tunbridge and a tog completed the 
victory. 

Those sides met again on Friday before the 
Force moved to Fiji for a game against the 
Olympic team and one against the national squad. 

Polish international, Grzegorz Lewandowski 
was impressive in his first appearance for the 
Force, but the plan to fly a Serbian recruit direct 
to Samoa failed because of immigration prob- 
lems. 

Rising stars Adriano Pellegrino and James 
Monie from Adelaide City’s youthful Premier 
League team Were included in the touring party, 


~ as were fledgling NSL players Kristian Rees, 


Fyfe, Aaron Goulding and Ivan Karlovic. 


However, new New Zealand international sign- 
ing Jeif Campbell and retuming Matthew Kemp 
stayed in Adelaide because of injury. 

Also sidelined through injury are David 
Terminello, Louis Brain and Nick Budin. 

A notable omission from the squad is key 
Premier League defender Shane Thompson, who 
has had an outstanding league season. 

Those early season casualties have meant that 
City’s Premier League coach Neville Flounders 
had to start his finals campaign without Fyfe, 
Goulding and Pellegrino. 

“We never really expected to get as far as the 
finals, but in any case, the NSL team must come 
first,” Flounders said. 

Flounders will, however, have a bonus with 
Mario Karlovic back home after trials in Italy and 
avaitable for the finals play-offs before returning 
for further overseas trials. 

On the way home, the Force is scheduled to 
play Marconi in Sydney on September 14 and 
Olympic Sharks the next day. 

Adelaide City’s travelling squad includes: 
Adrian Cagalj, Grzegorz Lewandowski, Ante 
Kovacevic, lain Fyfe, Adriano Pellegrino, James 
Monie, Carl Veart, Nick Sabljak, Alex Moriera, 
Scott Tunbridge, Kristian Rees, Aaron Goulding, 
Lucas Pantelis, Ivan Karlovic. 


NEW SASF CHAIRMAN 


lhe SASF Board of Commissioners have elect- 

ed Tony Henshaw to succeed retiring chair- 
man Les Avory, with Arthur DiFede replacing 
Henshaw as vice chairman. 

Portfolio responsibilities are: Tony Henshaw: 
Chairtnan/Hindmarsh Stadiun/Soccer 
Australia/Japan projects. 

Arthur DiFede: Vice Chairman/Leagues 
Executives Chair/Futsal. 

Greg Black: Marketing. John Norris; Finance 
and Administration, Norm Graham: Juniors, 
Competitions and Development. Nick Runjajic: 
Constitution, Referees. Gary Collis: Special 
Projects, Club Liaison. 

The Board also appointed Greg Black, Gary 
Collis and General Manager Tony Farrugia to 
arrange a workshop with all SASF stakeholders at 
the end of October to develop the federation’s 
strategic business and marketing plan. 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the SRPH 
(1197AM) Marshall Thompson/Pacific Real 
‘Estate Breakfast Soccer Show each Tuesday 
from 30am, along with Phil Scardigno, 
Peter Millar, The Advertiser Soccer writer 
it and producer Robbie 


Meno Tou 


Former Australian international and 
Adelaide City coach John Perin links up with 
Crisp ) for. the SOS (Soccer On Sunday) ‘pro- 
gram each Sabbath from 8.30am-9.30am to 
present the latest tocal, ick ee and NSL 
scores and information. 


By Graham Cooke 


apital City Suns have 

signed South African 

university student 
Michael Seleke to a four- 
year contract. 

The move, believed to be 
unprecedented in the ACT 
Premiership, will tie the 
defender to the Suns for the 
entire petiod of his studies in 
Canberra. 

Itis the first step in a team- 
building process which club. 
president Bill _Dojcinoski 
believes is crucial if the Suns 
are to regain their place among 
the premiership’s elite. 

“This year we had a young 
squad with no depth and that 
showed in our results which 
were very erratic,” Dojcinoski 
said, “My immediate aim is to 
sign about seven of the current 
squad on contract, then go 
after three or four from other 
clubs who I have targeted. 

“Once we have that core we 
can start looking at the best of 


Bill Dojcinoski: Capital 
Suns’ coach 
our youngsters to make up the 
first-team squad.” 

“And my target is to com- 
plete all this in the next few 
weeks. | don’t want to be left 
wondering who is going to 
turn up for pre-season training 
in order to complete my 
squad,” 

Minor premiers three years 
ago, the Suns missed out on a 
finals place this season, finish- 
ing fifth, 


Zebras exit from 
Play-offs 


By Allan Crisp 


ampbelltown Red 
Devils pitch forked 
their way into the 
AGL Top Five Playoff 
first semi-final with a 2-0 
{elimination final win over 
an under staffed Adelaide 
City last Saturday at 
Hindmarsh Stadium, 
Neville lounders” 
youthful Zebras were forced 
io play without five players 
who were drafted into 
City's South Pacific travel- 


ling party. 

Despite missing Iain 
Fyfe, Aaron Goulding, 
Adrian Pellegrino, Tan 


Karlovic and James Monie, 
City pushed Campbelltown 
into producing its best to 
‘Stay in the finals race. 

Dominic _Signoriello 
powered home a header 
from a pass delivered by 
Lachlan Campbell to give 
Campelltown an 18th 
minute lead. 

Tt was 2-0 six minutes 


-| later when a corner, engi- 


neered by a blistering run 
from the half way line from 
Sam Monterosso, was float- 
ed by Campbell into the box 
where Ric Caperna flicked a 
header on for Joe Barbaro to 
finish with a brilliant acro- 
batic overhead. 

The Devils were down to 
10-men in the 35th minute 
when defender George 
Panagopoulos was sent off 
for “saving” a goal bound 
drive from Adam Carter. 

The resultant penalty 
from Robbie Saraceno was 
brilliantly saved by Devils 
goalkeeper Andy Allen, set- 
ting the scene for 
Campbelltown to avenge 
two earlier league losses. 

A 16th minute goal from 


fielder Darren Jones was 
sufficient for Modbury Jets 


former Blue Eagles mid- 


to ease out Metro Stars 1-0 
and earn a second semi- 
final shot at Blue Eagles 
next Saturday, 

Keen challenges forced 
Metro men Tony Scalzi and 
Kon Antoniou off the field 
for running repairs before 
they returned swathed in 
head bandages. 

A spate-ef blown chances 
at both ends kept interest 
buzzing before the late 
introduction of a trio of 
Metro subs, Romeo 
Tatarelli, Michael Perrone 
and Dino Sordillo boosted 
the Stars hopes. 

However, brave saves 
from Jets goalkeeper 
Robbie Matosevic thwarted 
all chances of a Metro 
equaliser. 


Campbellt 
ae ae 0 
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Stuart Young: Grabbed the winner for the Wollongong Wolves against Northern Spirit. 


McDermott thrills Hickman 
as Wolves pip Spirit 


fielder Andrew McDermott was a standout for 

Northern Spirit as defending NSL champions 
Wollongong Wolves defeated the Spirit 1-0 in a trial match 
at Christie Park over the weekend, 

McDermott, who left Australia six years ago, teased the 
Wolves in central midfield and also as a wingback late in the 
game, in a good sign for Mick Hickman’s side with the NSL 
kick off just four weeks ago. 

The 24-year-old left Australia straight out of the AIS as an 
18-year-old and although he has represented Australia at U17 
and U23 level, is yet to make his NSL debut. 

In front of a healthy trial match crowd of around 500, 
Wolves striker Stuart Young scored the only goal of the game 
in the 41st minute after a mistake from Northern Spirit defend- 
er Julian Watts, 


Fe« Notts County and Queens Park Rangers mid- 


Spirit striker Pablo 
Cardozo hit the post 
with a free kick but 
it was the perfor- 
mance of 
McDermott, along 
with Craig Foster 
and Robert 
‘Trajkoyski, that gave 
Spirit coach, Mickey 
>| Hickman plenty to 
smile about follow- 
ing his new sideis 
4 first hit-out of the 
pre season. 

Northern Spirit 
will now play the 
Kingz at Christie 
Park on Thursday 
night before travel- 
ling to Perth to take 
on Perth Glory in a 
three match series 


By Graham Cooke Graham Cooke 


he standoff between the Canberra 
Te and Soccer Australia over a 

demand for full disclosure of 
Canberra’s financial support ended last 
week when the national body backed off. 

SA accepted instead, a letter ‘updating’ 
details of the relationship between the 
Cosmos, prospective owner Bill 
Bariamis and the little-known ¢, 
company, Union Financial 
Services, which has agreed to 
provide a $700,000 sponsor- 
ship. 

Throughout the confrontation ¢¥ 
the Cosmos adopted a belligerent 2) 
attitude, questioning SA’s right to 
see details that it considered confidential 
and defying two deadlines set for key docu- 
ments to be produced. 

Interim chairman Chris Dillon said the 


Bowker 


t the next meeting of the Soccer 

Australia Board slated for 

Thursday, 13th September, new 
member Mr. Graeme Bowker will make 
his maiden appearance on the board. 

This followed last- week’s announcement 
of Bowker as an independent Director to the 
Board of Soccer Australia. 

Graeme Bowker, who is the current 
Chairman of Melbourne Water, joins the 
Board with a vast array of professional and 
executive experience. 

Mr. Bowker, an avid follower of sports 
across a number of fields, was surprised by 


the offer and remains enthusiastic about his 
involvement. 

“Lam very excited and honoured about the 
responsibility offered to me by the Chairman 
and Board of Soccer Australia, and must say 
that it was a complete surprise about being 


to be held in November 2001 
between the Socceroos and the 
fifth-placed nation from South America, 
will not be on sale to the general public 
prior to the date of the match being offi- 
cially confirmed. It is currently envis- 
aged that these tickets would be released 
for public sale towards the end of 
October 2001. an 
As a result of the FIFA ruling advising 


Te for the World Cup Qualifier 


that the Socceroos play the first leg of the 


ae 


is 


Pablo Cardozo: Impressive for Spirit 
on his maiden outing. 


a aes riminacian Final) 


Hills Hawks ...... 
(Harvey 2) 

Western Strikers 
(S. Pappas) 


Para Hills Knights 


(Jone: 


Spirit coach Mick Hickman: 
impressed with MeDaniote oe Cumberland Foxes... 
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2, Breton, Mulady, Keens) 


play-offs as the home-leg, Soccer Australia 
is now negotiating with its most likely 


pie 


SOCCEROOS‘ W-CUP TICKET SALES EXTENDE 


$700,000 Cosmos 
deal soothes SA 


club were proceeding toa schedule in its busi- 
ness dealings and would not be pressured into 
involving Soccer Australia until the time was 
right. 

Meanwhile, a source close to the whole 
action who does not wish to“be named sug- 
gested that full details of the organisation and 
people behind the Cosmos takeover might 

never be revealed. 
“It’s quite possible they may not want 
4 _ tobe named,” the source said. “But 
<F . [can assure you, there is some 
2 serious money there.” 
Meanwhile, the Cosmos closed 
its web site last week, claiming 
it was full of “stupid, idiotic” 
comments that had nothing to do 
with the club. 
Bariamis said statements such as he 

[Bariamis} drove a 20-year-old car were 
totally irrelevant, and promised the club 
would keep a much tighter control over the 
site's message board when it reopened. 


approached,” said Graeme Bowker, 

“Having talked with Jan Knop and being 
briefed about the task at hand, it certainly pre- 
sents an interesting challenge and something 
in which I'm keen to kick some goals. 

Soccer Australia Chairman Ian Knop who 
approached Bowker after considering his 
extensive background in finance and man- 
agement, acknowledged hisskills in corpo- 
rate matters 

ae is a man with immense financial 
skills and good standing in corporate 
Australia, and in particular the Melbourne 
business community,” Knop said. 

“His current Directorships speak volumes 
for themselves and with his overall commer- 
cial experience and understanding of corpo- 
rate life in Australia and New Zealand, 
Graeme will add another level of credibility 
to the Board of Soccer Australia” 


South American opponents to confi 
calendar dates of the crucial “hom 
away’ legs for these play-off matches, 

‘With the South American zone scheduled 
to play their last qualifying round on 
Wednesday 14 November, and the currer 
regulation by FIFA that all 2002 World 
Qualifier play-offs must be “conte: 
before 25 November 2001, the most like! 
scenario is that the home leg will be held 
Melbourne on Sunday 18 November 
Sunday 25 November, subject to negol 
tions with a number of South America 
nations. 


Sais preaire First ice 
(Sunday, September 16) 


erland Foxes vs Hills Hawks (12.15pm) 


State League First Semi-final 
(Sunday, September 16) 


Birkalla vs Para Hills Knights (2.45pm) 


| 
i 


Newcastle impress in 
pre-season hitouts - 


By Tim By Tim Caimakamis 


yer the weekend, Newcastle 

United played the second of 

three local matches with a 
hard fought match won 0-1 against 
Minor Premiers Broadmeadow 
Magic, 

An absorbing start to the game saw 
most of the action confined to the mid- 
field as both defences were tight in 
their marking. It wasn’t until the last 
20minutes of the half that we started to 
see some goal mouth action, most of 
which was provided by United. 

Five minutes after the break saw 
United awarded a free-kick out wide 
on the right, Taken by Robbie 
Middleby, he crossed the ball into the 
box where Griffiths climed well to 
head powerfully at goal. Magic keep- 
er Darren Moore managed to get a 
hand to the ball but was unable to stop 
its progress towards goal with the ball 
bouncing over the line, 0-1 to United, 

As in the first half, defensive pat- 
terns dominated the game with the 
only realistic scoring chances coming 
from United as Magic were unable to 
seriously challenge United’s goal. 

For United, Peter Tsekenis was 
solid in defence, Middleby showed 
glimpses of his flair as did Joel 
Griffiths. Also impressing many of 
the fans was the debut of young Joey 
Shrippa who performed admiraqbly 
out wide on the left and get only get 


By Graham Co e 


better with confidence and experience. 

Earlier in the week, Newcastle had 
played their first (of three) trial games. 
In damp conditions at Lyle Peacock 
Oval, United worked hard to overpow- 
er a young and inexperienced 
Highfields Azzurri 3-1, 

With both teams resting a number of 
Ist team starters (United having 
Tsekenis, Masi & Blagoevic on the 
bench as well as having Baillie, 
Bingley, Griffiths, Middleby & 
Beltrame either injured or resting), 
they were still able to start the game 
with enough quality players to pro- 
duce a decent match. 

The recent losing local Grand 
Finalists, Azzurri did well to hold out 
a determined United lineup eager to 
impress coaches Ian Crook and Gary 
van Egmond. United, with a 4-4-2 for- 
mation pressed hard early and were 
rewaided with a goal in the 8th minute 
by Daniel McBreen, 0-1. Even though 
United supplied most of the goal 
action in the first half, it was the 
young Azzurri midfield trio of Josh 
McGuire, Paul Wheeler & Michael 
Haig that impressed with their creativ- 
ity & ball-play. 

Early in the second half, United 
increased their lead when Andy 
Roberts played another long ball, this 
time for John Majurovski, who 
showed good controlled in the box and 
slotted the ball past the keeper into the 
opposite corner, 0-2. United now 


began to dominate and apart from a 
weaving run by Azzurri’s McGuire in 
the 75th minute whereby he dribbled 
past three United players to the left of 
goal, he then unexpectedly chipped 
the ball to the far post where Sottovia 
volleyed home, to make the score 1-2, 
United remained in control and com- 
pleted the scoring seven minutes later 
when Anthony Surjan followed thru a 
shot by McBreen that rebounded off 
the post. 

Tan Crook was satisfied with the 
performance of his troopers and con- 
sidered it a good exercise even though 
the pitch wasn’t the best due to the 
conditions. “I like my boys to play the 
ball, but not tonight. Trialist, Martino 
did well and Mark Wilson just keeps 
going” Asked if anyone from Azzurri 
impressed, “they all worked hard. 
“Pm aware of the talent of Josh 
McGuire, and their No.4 (Paul 
Wheeler) did well”, concluded Crook. 


Alzamendi 


By Graham Cooke 


he Canberra Cosmos were 
not in court when former 
coach Antonio Alzamendi 
won a judgment against the 


National Soccer League club last 
week. z 


ABSW @ 


Andy Roberts: Involved in the thick of the action in Newcastle's friendly 
games last week, 


floors Cosmos in court 


Alzamendi, who was dismissed one 
month after taking over during the 
winter, is claiming breach of contract 
and misleading conduct under the 
Trade Practices Act. 

His lawyer, Carlos Turini, said he 
was surprised the Cosmos were not 
represented. “The next stage is for the 
judge to assess an amount for dam- 


ages” he said. Z 

However, the Cosmos can still enter 
the fray, either contesting the extent of 
damages, or making application for 
the judgment to be set aside. 

Alzamendi returned to his native 
Uruguay on Sunday after one, of the 
shortest and most-controversial coach- 
ing spells in NSL history. 


to put away. 


moment of artistry from striker 

Danny Macor prised open the way 

to Belconnen United’s goal at the 
Riverside Stadium on Sunday and sent 
Canberra Olympic on to the next stage of 
the ACT Premiership finals series. 

With 67 minutes gone in a match dominated 
by defence, Macor collected a pass just outside 
the penalty area, evaded the tackle of Lee 
Pietrukowski, drew goalkeeper Rade 
Kosanovic and touched the ball home. 

The 1-0 win will see Olympic play minor 
premiers Canberra Deakin in the preliminary 
final on Sunday. For the second year running 
Gungahlin Juventus reached the grand final at 
the first attempt, beating Deakin 1-0 with a 
Steve Lazzari goal at Woden Park Oval. 

Tt was a game of few chances, limited in the 
first half to a drive from Macor, blocked by 
Kosanovic, and an off-target header from 
Robbie Schroder who seemed nervous and out 
of touch in the United forward line. 

After Macor’s goal, he had another chance, 
this time forcing a save from Olympic goal- 
keeper Angelo Konstintinou. 

But on this occasion it was the defenders 
who stood out. Unitedis Adrian Dowling put 
ina man-of-the match performance, while the 


entire Olympic back line of Paul Macor, Steve. 


Steve Lazzari: On target for Gunghalin in 
their lone goal win over Deakin. 


wes Vanzetti and Elliott Zwangobani, were in for- 
midable form, 

A relieved Olympic coach, Baz Giampaolo, 
said Belconnen were always going to be a 
major hurdle on the path to the premiership. 
“They have been improving steadily over the 
last few weeks, and they were very well 
drilled”, he said. 

“Tt was going to take something special to 
break them down and luckily for us Daniel 
produced it. 

“Then they had to push forward looking for 
something and we could have finished it off”. 

United’s Oscar Langone agreed Macor’s 
brilliance made the difference. “It was the only 
time he got away from the defence in the entire 
game”, he said, 

“Of course we would have liked to have 
made the grand final, but to go out in this way 
is no disgrace and I am proud of every one of 
the team”.Langone said he had a two-year 
contract with United and was looking forward 
to taking change again next season. 

Juventus struck early against Deakin. Long 
throw specialist Craig Rankine dropped the 
ball into the penalty area, George Cattanach hit 
the crossbar and the rebound fell for Lazzarri 


Coach Ian Heywood said goalkeeper 
Anthony Giannasca was in spectacular form 
and after Deakin’s Marko Perinovic was sent 
off early in the second half Juventus were in 


_ontiol. " 


Eyen so Giannasca was called on once 
again, this time to save a penalty from Chilean 
import Arraja Guajaido. 

Heywood said the side showed character, 
especially after losing to Deakin 4-2 the week 
before in the last match of the regular season. 
“People were asking some questions of us 
after that game”, he said. “Hopéfully we ‘have 
answered them today” 

Deakin team boss Vlado Horvat said his 
players had not seemed motivated after last 
week’s minor premiership win. “We shall have 
to correct that against Olympic who, like 
Juventus, are a well organised side that benefit 
from having played together for a long time”, 
he said. 

Juventus will be without Matt Valeri in the 
grand final. The entire Valeri family are flying 
to the West Indies to see Matt’s younger broth- 
er, Carl, represent the Australian Joeys in the 
World Junior Championship. The patriarch, 
Walter, will also be missed on local playing 
fields, the former Socceroo scoring a hat trick 
for Monaro in a State League Division Five 
semi-final on Saturday. 
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dckdale City Suns 
U/l0s were recently 
crowned champions 


in the Grand Final against 
Forest Rangers in a game 
played at the St. George 
Stadium, on September 1, 
Saturday, 

The Suns beat the Rangers 
5-1 in the St. George 
Association Grand Final, The 
scorers for the Suns were 
Jamie —Slaveski, Alex 
Ivanovski and Brendan Reilly. 

Tt was the culmination of a 
wonderful spell for the new 
championswho finished the 
season as minor premiers. The 
team won 17 of their regular 
18 gamesfor a massive 51 
points, 7 clear of their nearest 
rivals. In winning the com- 
petiton they scored a massive 
90 goals, with only 8 against. 

The Suns dominated the 
Grand Final in typical fashion 
against Andy Paschalides» 


Forest Rangers, never looking with Parramatta 
in doubt despite missing their | Fagtes since the age of 5. 
goalkeeper who is overseas. | He started playing in 1996 


Rockdale’s president, 
Louie Ralevski agréed that the 
boys played-remarkably-well, 
tepresenting the club with 
pride, The team was coached 
by George Ivanovski with the 
assistance of Kenny Slaveski 
and Dez Marton throughout 
the year, 

The boys showed that it 
was no fluke that they played 
U/10s well when competing in 
the Vasin Cup Gala Day in 


the captain. 


in the under7s. He played 
above age 8s for three 
consecutive years as well 
as one year in the under 
9s, where he was chosen as 


He currently plays in the 
Under 10s on the right side 
of midfield and has not 
missed a game since he 
joined the Under 10s. 

Torahim a.k.a, Ronaldo, | 
played successfully with 


: Group shot of the Rockdale U/10s after they picked up the St George 


Association trophy recently. 


KEREEM the new RONALD 


brahim Kereem has jj 
been playing soccer 


August. two teams last season: 

They will now play in the | YMCA Comp, winning the 
Champion of Champions tour- } comp and emerging cham- Me - 
ament in Albury on 29 - 30 ) pions as well as Castle Hill ple iS 2 Fake 


September, 2001. 


Comp., which he captained 
and led to the runners-up 
spot. 

He enjoys playing other 
sports and has been 
involved in athletics for the 
past three years. He has 
also been selected into the 
school rep team, in which 
he represented _the 
Lidcombe Public School. 
He also runs in district 
cross-country. 

Ibrahim has also been an 
A+ student who enjoys 
extra curriculum activities 
and is part of the schol 
debating team and the 
Lidcombe Public School 
Choir - who are due to per- 
form at the Opera House 
later this term. 


SOCCER WOMAN oy sascn: mas 


WUSA PLANS TO 


BUILD ON 


rom the other side of the world, 
Frist enjoyed its share of WUSA 
success, Matildas Julie Murray and 
Dianne Alagich together with former 
Matildas coach Tom Sermanni helping to 
make history by lifting the inaugural 
American professional crown with the Bay 
—_ omen A fre a 
CyberRays. 
But how 
has the first 
season of the 
long-awaited 
league 
panned out in 
the cut-throat 
US pro sport 
| market? 
| The WUSA 
has declared 
| its inaugural 
season a suc- 
Hcess, and 
commenced 
moves to 
improve on 
the experiences and findings of this year for a 
bigger and better 2002 even before the sea- 
son’s champion had been decided. 


Mia Hamm: America’s 


most popular female 
soccer star. 


SUCCESS 


WUSA’s measures of success include - 
Original target of 6,500 per 
game was increased to 7,500 before the 
league kickoff. The 87 matches brought in a 
total of 721,677 fans, for an average atten- 
dance of 8,295, Atlanta averaged 11,179 at 
home, and the CyberRays averaged 8,832. 
Over 100 national and 
local sponsors supported the league including 
well-established brands such as Hyundai, 
Johnson & Johnson, and Gillette. 

: Twenty-two games were 
broadcast nationally on TNT and CNN/SI, 
and ‘Turner Broadcasting reports over five 
million viewers tuned in to the coverage. 

D . Superstars Mia 
Hamm and Brandi Chastain were originally 
thought to be the attraction points to pull in 
the crowds and support of the league. As the 
season unfolded, through their performances 
and the help of local marketing, it was also 
many other players including virtual 
unknowns such as Lakeysia Beene and Kylie 
Bivens who became stars, and were rewarded 
with national team selection. 

Fan Satisfaction: The complete match- 
day experience was considered critical to 
gaining repeat attendance. Research reports 
that fans are satisfied with the quality of the 


Dianne Alagich: US based Australian international. 
product, with respondents having attended an average of three 
matches, and 90 percent ‘feeling enthusiastic’ about the 
Teague. 


The WUSA Board has devised a new five-year Business 
Plan which 1) takes full advantage of our experience in season 
one including documented fan research; 2) maximises the 
league’s use of all investor resources including cash funding, 
TV exposure, local team market promotions, and administra- 
tive infrastructure support; and 3) incorporates a strategy to 
develop integrated sponsorship opportunities which deliver all 
of WUSA’s considerable marketing assets to sponsors. 

‘There are no plans.to expand the numbers of teams for next 
year, rather to build on the foundations created to ensure this 
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remains the number one league for many decades to come. 

A community level promotional campaign involving 
WUSA players was underway a week after the grandfinal to 
maintain the momentum in readiness for next season. 

Ina move to ensure the league does operate at its most effi- 
cient, the WUSA headquarters will -very shortly move from 
New York to Atlanta, at offices provided by key investor Cox 
Enterprises. 

Rather than reinvent the wheel and build operations and 
management from scratch in isolation, the WUSA will instead 
tap into the existing resources of Cox, their human resources, - 
public relations, legal and financial departments. 

There are also changes in executive level personnel, work- 
ing along a similar theme. Season one Chief Executive 
Barbara Allen has been moved aside, making way for Lynn 
Morgan in the role of league President. 

Morgan was considered the league’s best general manager 
as head of Atlanta Beat and had also kicked off operations for 
San Diego Spirit. Just as significantly, she is the former boss 
of Cox Pro Sports. 

Chief Operations Officer Tony Di Cicco has been ‘promot- 
ed’ to the title of Commissioner, although he was practically 
carrying out such a role this season anyway. 

The role includes the responsibilities of development and 
coordination of all relationships with all outside bodies such 
as FIFA, and US Soccer and setting the competitive direction 
of the league. 

Cox owns twenty-five percent of WUSA as boss of both 
Atlanta and San Diego. The new WUSA changes effectively 
puts Cox in charge of the league’s growth and direction. 

Such a move into the pocket of one single investor may 
appear to be a little risky on one hand, but hopefully the Board 
of Governers are confident they have the game’s best interests 
at the heart of their motivations and not purely profits, then the 
world’s richest women’s professional league looks set to kick 
onwards and upwards. 


ABSW (83 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


HE NORTHERN 

SPIRIT F.C. tomorrow 
morning, (Wednesday), will 
stage its 2001-02 ‘Season 
and Strip Launch’ in real 
style with a Harbour 
Cruise. 


ment Manager at Soccer 
Australia over the past four 
years, has recently been 
again selected by FIFA to be 
part of the Technical Study 
Group at the Under 17s 
World Championships to 


MICKEY HICKMAN: The Spirit's Head coach. 


‘The Spirit armed with its 
brand new signing of its 
major sponsor, ‘SNAPX’- 
(national couriers), has 
made a multitude of new 
signings for the coming 
year, 

The ‘SNAPX’ sponsor- 
ship embraces a two year 
season and is believed to 
tally $500,000, making it 
one of the largest, if not the 
largest sponsorship deals in 
the whole of Australia. 

‘The Spirit has chartered 
a Ferry and will unveil its 
new playing strip in front 
of the most picturesque 
Opera House and Sydney 
Harbour Bridge. 

The Spirit’s head coach 
Mickey Hickman, together 
with his brand new NSL 
squad of players, plus the 
media and Club sponsors, 
will be on board the scenic 
Ferry cruise, 

e 


TIMMY SELBY, the 
Coaching and Develop- 


soon blast off in Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

Walter Gagg, FIFA’s 
Technical Advisor, remarked 
last week: “Jim, (Selby), is a 
qualified FIFA Instructor and 
his work on previous 
Technical Study Groups has 
been highly regarded among 
the Coaching fraternity. 

“We, (FIFA), will continue 
to reward Jim's work with 


Couches Wanted for Super League 


Do you want to be part of a successful club? 

If your answer Is yes, then Hajduk Wanderers is the one. 
Due to our Youths also competing in Super Youth League 
all applications have been extended till the 
14th September 2001. 

‘All applicants must hold a minimum intermediate licence. 
For the following coaches. 


» First Grade under 21's & under 18's 


Youth League 
Under 17's, Under 15, Under 14’s & Under 13's 


Cadet League under 12's & Under 11's 
Applications to be sent to 
The Secretary, Hajduk Wanderers 
PO Box 200, PENDLE HILL. NSW. 2145. 


‘OR BY FAX: 9609 6696 
ENQUIRIES CONTACT: CHARLES ABDILLA 
9757 2906 or 0416 171 896 
Applications close 5pm. 14th September, 2001. 


selection in the upcoming 
Under 17s World 
Championships and future 
opportunities,” end Gagg. 

Meanwhile the always 
smiling Selby stated: “These 
Opportunities give me an 
insight into what other 
nations do in their 
Tournament preparation 
which in tum is critical infor- 
mation that can be trans- 
ferred back here to Australia 
to be applied wherever possi- 
ble. 

“T will be able to witness 
the various coaching patterns 
from around the world. 

“We don’t copy though, 
we just adjust our pro- 
grammes where we have 
Tearnt better methods,” Selby 
stressed. 

The industrious Selby is 
only one of two FIFA- 
badged instructors in 
Australia, 

He will fill the role for 
FIFA at the Championships 
and will be working with 
four FIFA instructors from 
other various 
Confederations. 

This Technical Squad of 
five will monitor and 
research the preparation of 
World Cup teams, training 
sessions, recording technical 
data from each international 
analysing the 


game 
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JIMMY SELBY: Again rewarded by FIFA for his 
* “dedication. 


Strengths, weaknesses plus 
trends. 

This appointment for 
Selby by FIFA is not his first 
but third such installation. 

Selby was selected on 
FIFA’s Technical Study 
Group at the 1999 World 
Youth Championships in 
Nigeria as well as at the 


AVID 
MASON, the Northern 
Spirit's Communications 
and P.R. Manager, is excit- 


(‘Perry’) 


ed about his team’s 
prospects for the coming 
new NSL season. 

“Mickey Hickman has 
made some real intelligent 
and quality signings during 
the off season. 

“The players have been 
working really well in pre- 
season training sessions 
and are showing huge 
enthusiasm,” stated Mason. 

Mason’s loving wife, 
Amanda, seven months ago 
presented him with their 
first child, Matilda. 


By Gohn Economos 


“season has shifted its head- 


quarters to Toyota Park in 
a strong bid to expand its 
supporters’ base. 

Olympic’s chief, Nick 
Politis stated at the 
Conference: 

“With the Cronulla 
Rugby League team we will 


ROBBIE TRAJKOVSKI: One of the Spirit's new 
signings. 


Despite the little girl’s 
patriotic as well as sporting 
name, David hopes she one 
day drifts into tennis, 

“There seems to be a lot 
of cash dished out in 
Women’s tennis these 
days,” Mason joked. 

e 


HIS FRIDAY evening, 

the NSW SOCCER 
FEDERATION will be hold- 
ing its ‘Gold Medal’ Awards 
Dinner at the plush La 
Montage venue wedged on 
the shores of the picturesque 
Iron Cove. 

The ‘Gold Medal’ will be 
presented to the Best and 
Fairest Player in the NSW 
State Winter League. 

But on the same evening, 
and of significant impor- 
tance, a junior player will be 
the recipient of the ‘Harry 
Kewell’ award. 

This special award 
encouragement award is pre- 
sented to the best Cadet 
League Junior player and 
includes a cash prize of 
$500:00 plus a personally 
autographed by Kewell, a 


now have two national 
teams playing at Toyota 
Park. 

“T approached Cronulla 
about relocating to Shark 
Park. 


NICK POLITIS: Olympic 
Sharks’ chiet. 


“J saw that Sydney had 
five clubs in the NSL of 
which four of them were all 
based out in the West. 

“Parking was always a 
problem at Belmore Sports 
Ground for all our sup- 
porters. 

“’m sure our supporters 
will follow us out (to Toyota 
Park) here. 

“We have to work hard 
and do some clever things 
to get them here. 

“It’s a three year (lease 
on Stadium) deal at the 
moment. 

“Tt will also take time I 
believe,” stated Politis. 

He then went on to add: 
“ The name change, (from 
Sydney Olympic to 
Olympic Sharks), has been 
designed to get the crowds 
and support up. 

“We just had to do much 
more to survive,” Politis 
stressed in his speech. 

Politis then went on to 
underline: “Soccer and 
Rugby League are not in 
competition with one an 


Olympic Sharks’ major 
sponsor for the coming sea- 
son will be the Bank Of 
Cyprus. 


LYMPIC SHARKS’ 

coach Branko Culina, at 
the Club’s media conference, 
stated last week ; “Obviously 
a lotavill depend on the suc- 
cess of the team-(if the 
crowds will be up for 
Olympic this coming season 
at their new home grout). 

“F'm looking forward to 
the new season and will be 
looking forward to this new 
challenge.” 

Last week Olympic had 
the slender 22 year old Dean 
Culina, (the coach’s elder 
son), trialing with the Club. 

Olympic last Tuesday 
night had a friendly hit-out 


against the Parramatta Power 
al Fraser Park in 
Marrickville. 

Despite Olympic’s tower- 
ing striker Dylan MacAlister 
scoring two goals, the Power 
dictated the entire match and 
ran out 3-2 winners. 

The Power's giant central 
marker and former 
Australian World Cup cap- 
tain Alex Tobin, didn’t take 
part in the match having been 
in Melbourne that day on 
business. 

Tobin however managed 
to get out to the game that 
evening to watch his team 
almost totally dominate a 
somewhat disjointed 
Olympic. 


DYLAN MacALLISTER: 
Scored a ‘double’ 
against the Power. 


Representative 
Coaches — 2002 
UTHERLAND SHIRE JUNIOR SOCCER 


FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


| UNDER 11 — JUNIOR moet 


W14 — GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE 
W16 — GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE 


SHARKS 


UNDER 12 — JUNIOR LEAGUE 


OLYMPIC 


THE HARRY KEWELL 
AWARD: UNDER 13 — PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
UNDER 11 — CADET LEAGUE UNDER 14 — PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
UNDER 12 — CADET LEAGUE | UNDER 15— PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
Leeds United playing jersey. UNDER 17 — PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
® APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED IN WRITING, STATING 
HE OLYMPIC QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
SHARKS last week (MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS — SENIOR LICENCE, STATE LICENCE) 
unveiled their new tagata_ | (appREssEDO=—=—=——= = 
media conference staged at = 
the Cronulla Rugby 
Leagues Club adjacent to 
the Toyota Park Stadium. 


Olympic for the coming 


APPLICATIONS CLOSE ON 10TH SEPTEMBER, 20017 
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SENEGAL SEEK 
SOCCEROOS 


SHOWDOWN 


Wi: ions of Senegal are 
looking to add 


Australia’s Socceroos to their 
list of friendlies as they gear up 
preparations for the 2002 World 
Cup finals, next year. 

Already, the proposed friendly 
has received the blessing of the 
country’s most-powerful politi- 
cian, the Prime Minister, Mame 
Madior Boye, who has given the 
go-ahead for the team to undertake 


Mame Madior Boye: 
Senegal’s sport loving 
Prime Minister. 


extensive playing tours in their 
tune-up for a historic appearance 
at the mundial. The team’s entire 
World Cup campaign is being 
coordinated by that country’s 
sports minister, Mr Joseph Ndong. 

According to Mr. Omar Ndiaye, 
a Sydney-based corporate execu- 
tive, the Senegalese Football 
Association is currently exploring 
avenues at reaching out to Soccer 
Australia with a proposal towards 
playing a series of friendly games 
against the Socceroos around 
Australia, 

The series may however have to 
wait until the outcome of 
Australia’s own qualification 
hopes are determined, 

Meanwhile, the Lions are billed 
to face World Cup hosts, Japan 
next month in the first of their 
friendly games. The Japan 
Football Association confirmed 
last week that their national team 
would be playing friendly matches 
against Nigeria and Senegal in 
Europe riext month. 

The Japanese will first take on 
the Senegalese in Lens, France on 
October 4. 

Three of Senegal’s key players, 
El Hadj Diouf, Pape Sarr and 
Ferdinand Coly play at top French 
first division side, Lens. 

It is however the proposed 
friendly against Australia that 
holds greater attraction for the 


Senegal national side; The Lions are keen to size-up the Socceroos as part of their World Cup finals build up. 


high-riding Senegalese who sur- 
prised everyone with their spectac- 
ular qualification for the world 
Cup - ahead of favourites Algeria 
and Egypt. ie 

If all goes to plan and the 
Socceroos land a World Cup ticket 
in November, Assistant coach of 
the Senegal national team and for- 
mer captain, Jules Bocande will 
likely arrive Sydney to open talks , 
with Soccer Australia bigwigs. 


Feelers from top government 
circles in the Senegalese capital, 
Dakar, indicate that the national 
team are keen on being the guests 
of the Socceroos based on the 
proximity of Australia to Japan 
and South Korea - where the 
32nation World Cup fiesta will 
take place.The team is also keen 
on availing itself of the excellent 
training facilities here, as well as 
the possibility of keeping the play- 


ers who are almost all entirely- 
based in Europe, focussed for the 
World Cup finals. 

Similarly, the West Africans are 
looking to build-up on the experi- 
ences of their female basketball 
side which enjoyed huge support 
during the Sydney Olympics 
games last year.The Senegalese 
soccer authorities are counting on 
a successful training tour in 
Australia serving as a huge boost 


to the team enroute to the World 
Cup finals. 

Australia already has aAop-of- 
the-drawer friendly game against 
world champions France lined-up 
for November, but will be on the 
lookout for more opponents if the 
Socceroos eventually book their 
ticket for the finals in May next 


yesr i 


New Look South ; 
ojj to China : 


during a training mishap, 
“J tore a medial tendon in my right knee | 
at training when I ran into Vaughan 


and we're delighted to have the opportunity to 
elevate him to the first squad,” he said, 

The signing is further endorsement of the 
club player development program. Captain- 


By Bert van Bedaf 


he Melbourne Knights have 


f 
* pppealed to its thousand members to 


uth Melbourne will reveal its Coveny,* Clarkson sai. “lt puts me out (4 Ider Ts coach Andrew Math is rapidly turing to the 
S=. look” squad today before its for four to six weeks.” he said. ee tip phmccepel tas club's youth to fill Slots in the senior squad 
travels fo China tomorrow for @ Captain Paul Trimboli suffered an ankle rele singlet rites sen g100,000 toss tet the departure of several veterans, includ- 


pre-season tournament. 

Already some of South’s additions to 
the squad are known, South signed Peter 
Buljan from Perth Glory, added midfielder 
Joe Bacak, who has retumed from over- 
seas, and Clayton Bell, from former NSL 
club Eastern Pride, 

But experienced midfielder David 
Clarkson will miss the opening games of 
the new NSL season through injury. 

Having just signed on for another two 
seasons, Clarkson suffered a knee injury 


ing Lubo Lapsansky, Adrian Cervinski, Jason 
Vukadin, Ransford Banini, Dragi Nastevski 
and goal keeper Lou Aceski. 

Last week the club offered a senior contract) 
to 17-year-old Daniel Piorkowski, anoth- 
er member of the Knights’ champi- 

onship youth squad. , 

Rocco's signing brings to 18 the 

number of contracted players, 
with Marth looking to sign up to 
five more players. Last season’s 
5) exciting import Toto Da Costa 
4 has returned froma break in 

Holland for his second season at Sunshine, 
He and Joel Porter will spearhead the new 
Knights campaign, 


injury during a training match but is recov- 
ering. 

Recovering a long-term knee injury that 
cost him most of last season, defender 
Robert Lipatoti is easing back into train- 
ing. “I can't wait to start playing again,” an 
excited Liparoti said. 

Also excited is overseas trialist Lee 
Buggie. The 20-year-old striker from 
England played in the English second divi- 
sion last season and hopes to clinch a con- 
tract. 

“I'm here on a one-year working visa, 
but I'm hoping I can change it to a playing 
visa (with South),” Buggie said. 

Finally, South coach Eddie Krncevic 
granted former Adelaide City Force and 
Young Socceroo midfielder Michael 
Pirone a trial to keep his options open. 

South closed its pre-season match pro- 
gram in Melbourne with a 7-0 victory over 
Victorian Premier League minor premier 
and losing grand finalist Port Melbourne 
last Sunday. 

Absent from South's line-up were 
Clarkson (knee injury), Paul Trimboli 
(ankle), as well as Patrick Kisnorbo, 
Buljan, Coveny and regular keeper Chris 
Jones. 

In the starting line-up were defenders 
Steve losifidis, Fausto De Amicis and 


last year, it remains one of the few NSL clubs 
not in huge debt and owning its own stadium, 

But the cash-strapped Knights must attract 
much-needed funds to remain competi- 
tive and capable of adding a third 
national championship to the two 
fitles it won in the 1990s. q 

The Knights have ruled out =) 
privatisation to a single owner or 
to a consortium and prefer its 
members to take ownership. 
Shares can be bought for 
between $200 (team) and $400 
(team and stadium, valued at $4 million). 

“We're looking at our existing membership 
to see if they're interested in taking a greater 
who missed most of last season through j| involvement,” Knights general manager 
injury. | Robert Hrzic said. 

Tolios joined South last season from Meanwhile, the club gave its second young- 
Greek side Ethnikos Asteras. He played a} ster a senior contract, when it signed talented 
solid match and appeared ready for the | ‘midfielder Daniel Rocco. 
upcoming campaign. Rocco, 18, was a member of the Knights 

The midfield consisted of Steve ] youth team that won the NYL national cham- 
Panopoulos, Bacak, Pirone and newcomer pionship last May. He was one of the standout 
Jean Lou, who is of French origin and |] performers during the Knights’ LG Cup cam- 
played a skilful game. Upfront for South) paign in Ho Chi Minh City last month. 
was youngster Steve Mancevski and “He will be a valuable addition to the squad 
British import Buggie. we're assembling,” said team manager John 

In other pre-season matches, South beat} Sigur. 

Whittlesea 7-0, Oakleigh 3-2, Moreland} “He's got loads of talent and a bright future, 
City 4-1 and Keilor 3-2. i 
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David Clarkson: Missing from the 
China bound squad through injury. 
Mehmet Durakovic as well as Nick Tolios, 


South Melbourne's 
Squad vs Port Melb 


STARTERS: Eugene ¢ 


(gk), Steve losifidt 


wekovic 


Fausto De 


KNIGHTS SQUAD: Martin Jo 


Anicis 
Steve 

steve 

Joe Bacak, Michael Piron K 
Tollo: 

SUBS 

Vinee Lia 


Mehmet Durakovie 
Panopoulo: 


Mancevsk 


Jean Lou 


y Pelikan |} 
(8), Toto Da Costa (S), Ivan Jolic 
{D/M), Daniel Piorkowski, Daniel 
Rocco (M). 


from triat 


Fredrick AU 


Blackburn splash 
out A$2.7m on 
Lucas Neil 


ewly-promoted English premiership 

side Blackburn Rovers late last week 

signed Millwall’s Australian interna- 
tional Lucas Neill for an undisclosed fee and 
immediately thrust him into action on 
Saturday against Sunderland - a game which 
Rovers unfortunately lost. Neill becomes the 
latest Aussie to appear in the highly-regarded 
English premier division following in the foot- 
steps of more illustrious compatriots such as 
Mark Viduka, Harry Kewell and Mark 
Bosnich, 

The deal was believed to have been worth a 
cool A$2.7million 

Neill made the move from Millwall following 
an alleged bust-up with Millwall manager Mark 
McGhee. The clubs agreed a deal, but Graeme 
Souness was genuinely excited about the 
prospects over the weekend 

“Lucas Neill is a player that come highly rec- 
ommended,” he said. “He has joined in with the 
group last week and has not looked out of place. 
He can play at right-back, right midfield or right 
wing-back. 

Blackburn manager, Graeme Souness said fur- 
ther: “At 23 he is the right age and if he proves 
to be as a good a player as we think he can be, 
then we have got ourselves a player. And a deal.” 

Neill, 23, had been on a week's trial at Ewood 


ustralia’s first choice goaltender, 

Mark Schwarzer underwent a better- 

forgotten experience last Saturday 
when he was sent-off in front of his home fans 
as Middlesbrough slumped to their fourth 
defeat in as many games in the English pre- 
miership. 

Mark Schwarzer brought down Frenchman 
Laurent Robert when the Newcastle midfielder 
attempted to dribble round him in the 30th 
minute. Referee Graham Poll immediately 
pointed to the spot and inevitably produced a red 
card for Schwarzer. 

Substitute goalie Mark Crossley came on for 
Schwarzer, forcing coach Steve McCalten to 
withdraw influential forward in Dean Windass. 

Saturdays sending-off was a culmination of 
what has now turned out to be nightmarish sea- 
son-opening for Schwarzer, who has faced the 
ignominy of conceeding a whopping seven 
goals in three previous games. 

Saturday's result left Boro firmly rooted to 
the bottom of the premiership and surely, alarm 
bells will now be ringing to avert a looming rel- 
egation battle for the rest of the season. 

Boro’s plight were not helped when ten min- 
utes later, they were awared a penalty after 
Shay Given hauled Ince to the ground. 

New boy, Jonathan Greening blew the chance 
to put Boro ahead by shooting tamely into the 
hands of Given, Newcastle's golakeeper on the 
night. 

The beleaguered midlands club must now 


Park after asking first division side, Millwall for 
a transfer. Blackburn then took him on a three- 
day trial with a view to a permanent move. 

The 23-year-old Australian international sub- 
mitted a transfer request last week and Rovers 
manager Graeme Souness watched the player 
before deciding on a £1million move. 

“We've been looking for a right-sided mid- 
fielder for a while and he fits the bill,” Souness 
said. 

The Scotman’s interest in Neill means veteran 
midfielder Jason McAteer remains surplus to 
requirements at Ewood Park, despite his match- 
winning exploits for the Republic of Ireland 
against Holland the previous weekend. 

“I don’t make judgements on players based on 
what they do for their national teams,” Souness 
said, “I make a judgement on what they do for us 
every day in training.” 

Blackburn, who forced reigning champions, 
Manchester United to a pulsating 2-2 draw three 
weeks back, are keen on reproducing the form 
that won them the premiership in 1996, before 
falling on hard times and going down to relega- 
tion. 

Neill becomes the second Aussie at 
Blackburn, after goalkeeper John Filan, who has 
however failed to upstage American-born first 
choice goalie, Brad Friedel. 


- 
BES 


Lucas Neill, while still in action for Millwall, debuted in the premiership overthe weekend for 


Blackburn Rovers. 


Schwarzer sees red as Toon Army crush Boro 


an 


Mark Schwarzer (left) collides with Arsenal striker, Robert Pires during their season-opening 
Schwarzer was sent-off over the weekend against Newcastle. 


look up to South African striker, Benni 
McCarthy who is reportedly on his way from 
Soanish side, Celta Vigo for redemption.A dire 
goalscoring drought, coupled with some notable 
absentees such as Australian skipper, Paul 
Okon, defence strongman Ugo Ehiogu need to 
be reversed if Boro are to now avoid scrapping 
at the foot of the table. 

Meanwhile Middlesbrough manager, Steve 


McClaren agreed over the weekend that he was 
finally feeling the pressure after watching his 
embattled side slump to yet another defeat in 
what is now their worst-ever start to the season. 
Boro scored for the first time this season, but 
conceeded four goals as returnee Alan Shearer 
inspired Newcastle to a comfortable home win. 
Their 4-1 home defeat by Tyneside rivals 
Newcastle leaves them pointless after four 


matches and rock-bottom of the Premiership. 
But McClaren insisted: ‘It is a disappointing 
start to the season but we will bounce back. 
‘In the months to come we will look back and 
remember how our character and 
determination brought us through adversity. 
We'll be stronger for it - both the players and 
myself.” 
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‘taly are nearly there - but then again they were nearly 

there months ago. The 2002 World Cup is all but one point 
‘away for the Azzurri, This should be achieved in their next 
outing against Hungary. 

Many: thought that Italy would secure passage penultt- 
mate week against Lithuania but a 0-0 draw prevented it 
from happening, = 

Lithuania had only one point prior to the match so. it 
seemed highly unlikely that they could have held the mighty 
Azzurti scoreless. Not only did they hold them to a 0-0 
scoreline but if'a few chances had gone their way, they could 
have provided an almighty upset. 

‘Then three days later at home in Piacenza, Italy was just 
‘as unimpressive in a friendly outing against Morocco, A 
nartow 1-0 victory, thanks to a Damiano Tommasi goal, is 
hardly anything (o write home about. 

Coach Giovanni Trapattoni can hardly be satisfied with 
either performance. Throughout Italy's modem-day soccer 
history the minor teams have always proved to be a teal 
stumbling block, It all started back in England in the 1966 
World Cup when North Korea 

upset Italy 1-0, 

Now the patient Azzurri fans must wait until next month 
when they face Hungary to finally secure passage to Korea 
and Japan, 


eocee 
0 is the Serie A the world’s best league? ft has been 
debated many times and it all depends on what: you are 
looking for and your measuring unit. The English Premier 
League and the Spanish Primera League could both claim 
the title as well, 

Spain has certainly had the best results in Europe in 
recent years and therefore it has a legitimate claim: Real 
Madrid and, to a lesser extent, Valencia have flown the 
Spanish colours in Europe recently. 

‘Then there is always Barcelona who can never be writ 
ten off in any game or competition, 

Real Madrid has historically been the most successful 
club in Europe and therefore, if history and/or recent results 
are your measure, then the prize goes to Spain. 

England has the exciting Premier League but unfortu- 
nately one club has dominated it in recent years. 

‘This yeat could be the year that Liverpool or Arsenal 
breakthrough leaving Man Utd in their wake, 

In terms of television expostire no other league even 
compares, Furthermore, the marketing of the Premier 
Leugue is second'to none. More merchandise of English 
clubs is sold around the world than any: other clubs, 

So if your measure is excitement, television exposure, 
marketing or a combination of all three, then the English 
Premier League is the one. 

‘That leaves the Serié A. What does it have? After last 
year it can include passport scandals, crowd trouble and 
drug taking. However, it is not all scandal. 

Many times it has been claimed that the truly great play- 
ers are only great if they prove themselves in Italy. ‘The 
deferices are the best in the world and the technique and skill 
levels are really only appreciated by the football purists. 
Hence, the Serie A is a lot less attractive to television audi- 
‘ences than the Premier League, 

What Italy does offer is a fair spread of the glory both 
domestically and abroad between its teams. 

Juventus and AC Milan have been clearly the best Italian 
teams over the years, both domestically and in Europe, but 
neither has completely dominated. inter, Lazio and Roma 
havevall had their fair share of success. | 

In contrast Man Utd has dominated in England in 90's 
just as Liverpool did in the 70's and 80's. 

{n Burope, Parma has an admirable record even though 
they are yet to win the Serie A Scudetto. Teams such as 
‘Verona (1985), Napoli. (1987 and 1990) and Sampdoria 
(1991) have won Serie A titles in the not too distant past. 

Italy offers unpredictability and a fair spread of the glory. 
{t also offers a high degree of skill and excellent defences. 
‘Throw in scandal and you have a great trifecta! 

However, the deciding factor for proclaiming the Serie A 
‘as the best is the honour role of players that have paraded 
their skills there in last 15 to 20 years, Selecting the greatest 
| dozen players of the last twenty years is a very very difficult 
task indeed, 

Here are just twelve names, all of whom have played in 
the Serie A, that-are sure to stir up some debate: Frenchmen 
Michel Platini and Zinedine Zidane, Dutchmen Marco van 
Basten and Ruud Gullit, Brazilians Zico and Ronaldo, 
Germans Karl Heinz Rummenigge and Lothar Matthaus, 
local boys Paolo Maldini and, the great, Roberto Baggio, 
and Argentinians Gabriel Batistuta and, the greatest of the 
lol, Diego Maradona, 


ROMA 1 


UDINESE 1 
lhampions Roma were held 1-1 
by Udinese at the Olympic 

Stadium last Saturday. 

A goal from midfielder Damiano 
Tommasi seemed to have given the 
title-holders all three points but 
Udinese snatched an equaliser deep into 
injury time when Roberto Muzzi 
poached a goal as the home defence 
hesitated. 


PERUGIA 0 


LAZIO 0 
P= had most of the play 
against Lazio but could not find a 
way past goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi 
who was in fine form. 
It is the second draw in as many 
games by the Roman giants. 


ATALANTA 0 


JUVENTUS 2 
cuventus showed why they are hot 
favourites for the Italian first divi- 

sion title Sunday with a 2-0 victory 

over Atalanta in Bergamo to keep the 

‘Turin giants 100 percent at the top of 

Serie A. 

Goals from Alessandro Del Piero 
and David Trezeguet were sufficent for 
Juve at Atalanta with Del Piero scoring 
early on after a fine move he started 
himself. 

Frenchman Trezeguet killed the 
match after Atalanta had spurned sever- 
al opportunities with Damiano Zenoni 
squandering a gilt-edged chance. 


CHIEVO 2 


BOLOGNA o 
I. Verona Chieyo dispatched of 

jologna 2-0 at the Stadio 
Bentegodi. 

Striker Bernardo Corradi gave them 
a 14th-minute lead and Federico 
Cossato secured the points late on with 
a stunning freekick. 

It ensured a party atmosphere at the 
Bentegodi with fans of the tiny outfit 
that is playing in the top flight for the 
first time now looking forward to a 
mouth-watering trip to Turin. 


INTER MILAN 2 


PARMA 2 
nter Milan were denied a share of 
top spot when Parma hit back to 

force a 2-2 draw. 

Marco Materazzi headed visitors 
Inter in front, the first goal of the season 
for the Italian international who last 
season scored a Serie A record 12 goals 
for a defender when he was with 
Perugia. 

Parma hit back when Yugoslav for- 
ward Savo Milosevic scored into an 
‘open net but Inter’s reply was immedi- 
ate with Nicola Ventola restoring their 
lead, But Emiliano Bonazzoli’s late lev- 
eller ensured honours were shared. 


TORINO 1 


BRESCIA 3 
rescia’s Albanian forward Igli 
Tare took the lead in the 

goalscoring charts, his brace inspir- 

ing the northerners to a 3-1 victory 
over Torino at the Stadio Delle Alpi. 
His opener was cancelled out by 

Cristiano Lucarelli but in the second 

period Tare struck again with a fine 
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shot for his fourth in two games before 
Roberto Baggio sealed the points with a 
third, 

Brazilian Andre Pinga missed a 
penalty for Torino, 


PIACENZA 1 
LEECE 2 
joutherners Lecce fought back for 

a 2-1 victory at Piacenza. 

Veteran defender Carmine Gautieri 
gave Piacenza the lead but Uruguayan 
Guillermo Giacomazzi struck twice 
after the break to bag the points. 


VENEZIA 0 
VERONA 1 
‘erona, like city cousings Chievo, 
also had a day to remember with 
a second-half goal from Emiliano 
Salvetti giving them a 1-0 win over 
‘Venezia in Venice. 


Lazio defender, Jaap Stam 
(left) vies for the ball in his 
maiden outing for the Rome 

club in the Serie A. 


Roma striker, Gabriel Omar Battistuta (right) challenges for the ball with a Perugia defender during 


their goaless draw over the weekend. 


AC MILAN 
FIORENTINA 


thumping of Fiorentina, 


The Ukranian scored a goal in both 
halves while defender Martin Laursen 
39, Fillipo Inzaghi 45 and Serginho 


recorded singles. 


Italian international striker Enrico 
Chiesa continued from where he left off 
last season grabbing both goals for the 


Viola. 


- 2 
ndriy Shevchenko netted a dou- 
ble for AC Milan in their 5-2 


cad 


@ 


Bologna y Parma — 
ke ‘Bresclavlecce 
Fiorentina v Atlanta 
Inter v Venezia 2 


duventus v Chievo 

Lazio v Torino 
Piacenza v Roma 
Udinese v ACMilan 


Verona v Perugia 


TABLE AFTER WEEK TWO 


AC Milan 5 Florentina 2, Atalanta 0 Juventus 2, Chievo 2 
Bologna 0, Parma 2 Inter Milan 2, Placenza 1 Lecce 2, Torino 
1 Brescia 3, Venezia 0 Verona 1, Perugla 0 Lazio 0, AS Roma 1 


Udinese 1. 


Juventus. 
Chievo 
AC Milan 
Inter Milan 
Brescia 
Lecce 
Verona 
Bologna 
Udinese 
Parma 

AS Roma 
Lazio 
Torino 
Piacenza 
Perugia 
Atalanta 
Fiorentina 
Venezia 
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ooo o os oo OOF Ee Ke HK eS 


SooOKFH HK NH NNOGHE KEK HK Ooog 


NNER eH OSC OKF eo Sooo OOO 
SROHENUK-KNUW-NUBoIh)EsD 
Dee ee 
Poe eee eee 


C Milan’s Ukrainian star, has 

declared his country’s determi- 

nation to file-out against 
Germany and beat the three-time world 
champions on their way to a maiden 
world cup finals appearance. 

Speaking last week, momenst after 
thumping Armenai to hold a commanding 
second spot in their group, Shevchenko 
predicted that it would be winner-takes-all 
against the Germans. 

Grygoriy Surkis, Ukrainian Football 
Federation president, commenting on the 
‘win against Armenia, stated: “I’m very 
much pleased with the match organizing in 
Lyiv. Kyiv's fans are spoilt with high-level 


IE appeals court of the Italian 
l Football Association has reduced the 
bans on six players who were 
involved in the recent nandrolone scandal 
that eclipsed Serie A. 

All six players had their initial five- 
month bans reduced by one month, which 
allows four of them to begin playing again. 

The most high profile of them, Dutch 
international Edgar Davids, who will now 
return to action for Juventus on September 
23. 

Davids had tested positive for nandrolone 
in March following league game with 
Udinese and he had been banned from play- 
ing since May. 

‘Turin magistrate Raffaele Aiello revealed 
that Davids was the only one of the defen- 
ants that put forward an excuse cause for 
his positive result. 

“Davids is the only footballer who gave 
us a possible cause of his positive test,” said 
Aiello. “All the others merely said that they 
had eaten wild boar meat.” 

Lazio’s Portuguese _ international 
Fernando Couto was banned for 10 games 
for his positive test, but he can now return to 
action immediately as had already served 
his ban. 


Andrii Shevchenko of Ukraine takes a penalty to score against Armenia, 
duting their 2002 World Cup qualifying match last week. Ukraine won 3-0. 


football. So we should play games like this 
in other towns as well. We felt very seri- 
ously for the match keeping on mind that 
Armenians twice prevented us of qualifi- 
cation.” 

Leonid Buryak, Ukrainian national 
assistant coach in his remarks added that, 
“We showed will and desire for the win 
tonight. We had no grudge against Zubov, 
changing him for Popov to strengthen the 
center.” 

Shevchenko, the respected Ukrainian 
striker: “You might have thought we gave 
the initiative away in the second half. But 
it was not so. We controlled the situation. 
So now we'll try to reach play-offs and 
fight against Germany decently.” 

IN his own remarks, Andriy Vorobey, 
Ukrainian striker: 

-"I'm happy to have stepped in during 
the second half. Fans’ support helped us 
greatly.” 

Varuzhan Sukiasyan, beaten Armenian 
national head coach: 

-"I’'m really disappointed with the 
result. I congratulate Ukrainian side with 
their win. Tbelieve we lost to a very strong 
opponent.” 


orld and European champi- 
We France believe their 

shock 2-1 defeat by Chile 
has provided them with a timely wake- 
up call before next year’s World Cup 
finals. 

‘It's a good warning. We lacked 
concentration, we lacked willpower. 
From now on, we better be careful or 
forget the World Cup,’ said striker 
David Trezeguet, scorer of France’s 
only goal in Santiago. 

The loss penultimate Saturday was 


former German skipper 
Lothar Matthaus has signed 
a two-year contract as the 
coach of Austrian side Rapid 
Vienna, the Kurier newspaper 
reported last week. 

Germany’s record cap-holder with 
150 selections agreed terms with club 
bosses and will be officially presented 
on Thursday in time to take over for 
Saturday’s first division match 
against Admira Wacker. 

The Vienna side sacked coach 


Soccer player banned 
for use of ball 


player with Italian second 
division club Crotone was 
forced to buy a football in his 
local sports shop because the club 
had banned him from using their 
stock of balls in training, ANSA 
Hews agency reported Wednesday. 
Striker Alessandro Ambrosi had to 
dig into his own pocket after the club 
based in Italy’s deep south imposed 


Matthaus to coach 
Rapid Vienna 


Turkey's Hakan Sukur (left) and Alpay 


France’s third defeat in five months 
and coach Roger Lemerre is deter- 
mined that his team return to their win- 
ning ways against Algeria at the Stade 
de France on October 6. 

‘It is now essential for me to know 
where I'm going and with whom I'm 
going there. In Santiago, I saw some 
players who didn’t meet defeat as they 
met victory before,’ Lemerre told the 
daily L’Equipe last week. 

“We lost to Spain in March, we lost 
to Australia in June and we lost to 


Emst Dokupil two weeks ago amid a 
club crisis citing unexplained “impor- 
tant reasons.” 
Matthaus recently turned down an 
offer to take over another Austrian 
side Graz. 
The 40-year-old skipper ended his 
career in November when he stopped 
playing for the New York/New Jersey 
MetroStars. He last played for 
Germany at the Euro 2000 finals in 
Belgium and the Netherlands. 


a 


Ozalan, react after they missed a goal against Sweden during their World 
Cup qualifying match last week. Sweden qualified for the World Cup tournament by defeating Turkey 2-1. 


& 


Chile. The three games were differen 
and we scored eight victories durin 
the same period but the three defeat 
are a reality. 

“When you are on a string of victo 
Ties, everything looks fihe but wher 
you come to a halt, alf the small prob 
lems come back, all the old devil 
come back and that's what’s worryin; 
me. 

Most of the players said they wer 
disappointed but refused to attach tov 
much importance to their dismal trip 
Chile. 

“We sinned against the rules of th: 
game and we know it. But before say 
ing that the World champions are ir 
crisis you better wait and see th 
results of our next two games agains 
Algeria and Australia,’ France captait 
Marcel Desailly told L’Equipe. 

‘I can tell you that from our nex 
training session we shall be more self 
demanding.” 

Defender Bixente Lizarazu wa 
even more confident and said: ‘I haw 
no fear for the future. 

Our defeat in Santiago shows onl 
that we must never think that we ar: 
invincible but this defeat must not kil 
our confidence nor kill the feeling tha 
we are the best team in the world wher 
we play together. 

“The golden rule is to be ready o1 
D-Day.’ 


the ban. J 

re eal Mallorca’s out-of-favour this season. 

T have been excluded fron all former Argentina goalkeeper “If I want to have the slightest oppor- 
activity involving balls and Ihadtogo | I) A Corios Roa has admitted he tunity and so that the coach can gauge 
to the shop to buy one so I could |needs match practice to have any my form, I have to play,” Roa said. 
train,” said the player. “There is no | chance of ing his ailing inter- “I'm not doing that at the moment and 
way I can stay here now and I will go ees that’s the reality.” 
as soon as possible.” | Roa - whose penalty shoot-out save Roa has been a irregular member of 

Crotone are trained by Antonio | from David Batty in the France ‘98 Real Mallorca’s first team because of his 
Cabrini, the left back in Italy's 1982 | World Cup helped eliminate England - _ refusal to play on Saturdays for religious 
World Cup final side. } has been sidelined by his Spanish club reasons. 
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sif the script had already been 
written, the two outstanding 
State League division one sides 


this season climbed into the Victorian 
Premier League after solid victories in 


JUNIOR 
PRESENTATIONS 
he Victorian Soccer Federation 
conducted the 2001 
Presentation night for its 
U14/017 Girls and Under U15/016 
Boys Metro and Country State Squads 
at the Brimbank Soccer Club in 

Sunshine last Monday week. 

The night was an opportunity for each 
State Squad member to be presented with 
their uniforms for the up and coming 
National Championships, The night was 
well , attended by the VSF 
oners, Committee members 
Staff as well as VIS representatives. 
Approximately 450 people were in atten- 
— | dance, with people travelling from as far 
as Wodonga, La Trobe Valley and 
Bendigo. 

‘Tony Dunkerley, MC for the night, 
was well supported with speeches from 
VSF and VIS dignitaries aimed at moti- 
vating these future champions to fulfill 
their goals and to succeed at the National 
Championships. 

‘A highlight of the night was the one 
‘on one interviews conducted on stage by 
Dunkerley with some of Victoria’s future 
champions. He asked them some very 
searching questions about their aspira- 
tions for the Championships and beyond. 
Sammy De Vito (U/16 Metro), Vince Lia 
(U/16 Country), Shaun Romein (Under 
15 Country), Evan Karavitis (U/15 
Metro), Emilie Gassin (U/14), Selin 
Kuralay (U/17) and Caroline Saville 
(U/I7) spoke very well of their goals and 
dreams. 

The U14 and UI7 Girls left last 
Saturday to compete in the National 
Junior and Youth Championships in 
Coffs Harbour, NSW. The Boys U15 and 
UI6 squads leave on Saturday, 
September 29, to compete in the 
National Identification Championships 
at Valentine Sports Park in Sydney. 


the final round. . 

Whittlesea Stallions smashed a hat- 
trick past Westvale to win 3-0 and the 
league championship, while Fitzroy City 
thumped relegated Sunshine Georgies 8- 
1 in an emphatic display to finish run- 
ner-up. Gallant Oakleigh Cannons fin- 
ished in third place after drawing 2-2 
with Frankston Pines. 

Essendon Royals and Dandenong 
Thunder relegated from the Premier 
League and will return to State League 
division one next season, 

At the bottom of the division one 
table, Frankston Strikers, beaten 5-2 by 
Westgate, has joined Sunshine in relega- 
tion to division two. Third-bottom Lalor 
United will need to play off to stay in 
division one or also endure relegation. 

State League division two champions 
Albion Rovers, in the North/West sec- 
tion, and Knox City, in the South/East 
section, go up to division one. 

Runners-up North Coburg United 
(NAW) and Langwarrin (S/E) will vie 
with Lalor for the third promotion spot. 

The play-off matches are scheduled 
for Saturday, September 15, Langwarrin 
vs North Coburg United at Yarraville 
Glory SC, Mclvor Reserve, Fogarty 
Ave, Spotswood, 3pm, (Melway 
41G10). 


advo 


Manny Galanos: VSF President. 


Saturday, September 22, 3pm, at 
Scotch Waverley SC, Gardiners 
Reserve, Sixth Avenue, Burwood 
(6038), Lalor United vsthe winner of the 
first play-off game to determine who 
will be in the State League’s division 
one and two next season. 


Women produce 
big results 


the Women’s Premier League 

ith ladder leader, Box Hill, tak- 
ing on second place, Ballarat, in a 
closely fought game. 

After losing to first placed Box Hill 
1-0 in the game of the round, Ballarat 
could drop two places in as many 
weeks when they play Cranbourne 
next weekend. The loss to Box Hill 


[ was another week of big games 


Socceroos at MCG 


he Victorian Soccer Federation, 
T: conjunction with Soccer 

Australia and IEC, is pleased to 
offer a special group booking ticket 
price for soccer clubs and associations 
throughout Victoria, for the Socceroos 
matches to be played at the MCG in 
November. 

For group bookings of ten (10) tickets 
or more, a discount will be given off each 
ticket purchased. 

‘A Super Ticket is still available from 
Ticketmaster, which provides the same 
seat for the match against France on 11 
November 2001 and the match against 
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the Sth placed South American nation. 
This special soccer club offer will also 


be directly available on the VSF website, . 


when the VSF Sports Shop is launched 
shortly and details will be provided at 
that time. 

The Victorian Soccer Federation 
hopes that all soccer players and their 
families are able to take advantage of this 
offer. Do not miss this fantastic opportu- 
nity to give your support to our LG 
Socceroos and be part of what we hope 
will be a-successful World Cup campaign 
for Frank Farina and his team. 


opened the door to Cranbourne who 
notched up a 6-0 win over South 
Melbourne and replaced Ballarat in 
second place. 

Ballarat’s loss also opens the way 
for Heidelberg who are playing for a 
top three spot. 

Heidelberg are only two points 
behind Ballarat after a 4-0 win over 
Port Melbourne on Sunday, and 
snatching third place looks a possibili- 
ty when they take on Whittlesea next 
week, Whittlesea won their second 
game in a row last weekend, beating 
Brunswick City 1-0, keeping in touch 
with Keilor Park who also came away 
with a win. 

Manningham have been short of 
players all season but were still able to 
score in a 7-1 loss to Keilor. The win to 
Keilor puts them one point behind fifth 
placed Port Melbourne who were 
scheduled to take on league leaders 
Box Hill next week, but will have to 
postpone the match due to many Box 
Hill players having State Team com- 
mitments. The date of the re-scheduled 
match is yet to be confirmed. 


Crazy Johns’ 
Results & Ladder| 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 1: = 
Firsts - Round 22: 4] 
Fitzroy City 8 (Marinkovic R (2), Filiposki I (2), Mihajlovic Z (3), Buslak A) 
Sunshine Georgies | (Sposato A), Lalor United.1 (Nikolic M) Thomastown | 
Zebras 0, Frankston Pines 2 (Lewis € (2)) Oakleigh Cannons 2 (Gréila D (2)), | 
Westgate 5 (De Bono J (2), Lingurovskt ‘T (2), Joveski A) Frankston Strikers 0, 
Whittlesea Stallions 3 (Ouliaris A (2), Maljanek M) Westvale 0, Wester: 
Suburbs 2 Spring. White Eagles 2. 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 2 SE: 
Firsts - Round 22: 

Kingston City 2 (Achilleos G, Strapelias A) Doncaster Rovers | (Inglese A), 
East Richmond 2 (Constantinou J, Athanasiou 1) Stonnington City 4 (Makris B, 
Mobride M, Akritidis $ (2)), Langwarrin 0 Knox City 2 (Milne S, Humble A), 
Croydon City Arrows 0 Cranbourne Comets 6 (Mcevoy J, Poole A, Webster S 
(2), Rosa A (2), Old Scotch Waverley 1 (O'Reilly N) Morwell Pegasus 1 
(Mcauley M), Springvale City 4 (Bove F (3), Espinoza E) South Springvale 0. 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 2 NW: 
Firsts - Rd 22: 
Yarraville Glory 2 (Markovac J (2)) North Geelong War'Rs 0, Williamstown 
2 (Kalozi Z, Lettieri A) Croxton Park 4 (Cehic A, Lolic A, Redzepovic A, Softic 
F), Melbourne City 0 Albion Rovers 10 (Di Camillo A (5), Hulusi $ 2), 
Timotheou H, Yilman §, Fehmi ©), North Coburg United 0 Diamond Valley Utd 
1 (De Luca N), Northcote City 3 (iopoutos J, Kinigopoulos H, Panaghis M) 
Richmond | (White D), Geelong 0 Moreland City 2 (Mathers A (2)) oe 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 1: 
Reserves ~ Round 22: © Ee | 
Fitzroy City 3 Sunshine Georgies 1, Lalor United 0 Thomastown Zebras 2, 
Frankston Pines 8 Oakleigh Cannons 2, Weslgate 6 Frankston Strikers 3, 
Whittlesea Stallions 3 Westvale 1, Western Suburbs 2 Spring. White Eagles 0 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 2 SE: 
Reserves: -Round 22; & 
Kingston City 2 Doncaster Rovers 3, East Richmond 2 Stonnington City 8, 
Langwarrin 2 Knox City 0, Croydon City Arrows 0 Cranbourne Comets 2, Old 
Scotch Waverley 2 Morwell Pegasus 1, Sprmgvale City 3 South Springvale 3 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 2 NW: 
Reserves: ~ Rd 22: i 
Yarraville Glory 0 North Geelong War'Rs 3, Williamstown 2 Croxton Park 1 
Melbourne City 0 Albion Rovers 3, North Coburg United 3 Diamond Valley 
Utd 4, Northcote City 0 Richmond 3, 


CARZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE LADDER 
: FIRSTS - Round 22 


tow PW 
Whittlesea Stallions 22.15 
Fitzroy City 2214 
Oakleigh Cannons 22.12 
Westvale ites Wi 
Western Suburbs 2 
Frankston Pines 2 
Wesigaic 22 
Spring White Eagles 22 
Thomastown Zebras 22 
Lalor United 22 
Frankston Strikers 2 
Sunshine Georgies 22 


46 
48 
62 
40 
4% 
51 
7 
Ta 

30 
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Whittlesea Stallions 
‘Westgate 
Thomastown Zebras 
‘Western Suburbs 
Westvale 

Fitzroy City 
Frankston Pines 
Frankston Strikers 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Sunshine Georgies 
Spring White Eagles: 
Lalor United 
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risbane City advanced to the 

Premier League grand final 

with a hard fought 2-0 win 
over a weakened Wynnum Wolves 
in the major semi-final at 
Carmichael Park on Saturday 
night. 

But despite the defeat Wynnum 
coach Peter Tokesi has vowed the 
premiers would earn a return grand 
final bout when they clash this week- 
end against the Gold Coast in the 
sudden death preliminary final. 

The Gold Coast won its elimina- 
tion final against Brisbane Lions 3-2 
at Lions Stadium after both sides 
were locked 1-1 at halftime. 

“T don’t make many predictions but 
we'll get back and will have another 
chance against Brisbane City in the 
grand final,” Tokesi said. 

Tokesi was reluctant to make 
excuses but believed both Brisbane 
City goals were contentious. 

City scored its first midway 
through the opening half from a well 
taken penalty by Damien Waugh after 
midfielder Dmitri Theochari was 

~ ruled by referee Peter Green to have 
been brought down in the box by 
Wynnum’ s keeper Daniel Duke, 

“T thought Dimitri 
had lost control of the 
ball at the time and 
took a dive,” Tokesi 
said, 

City built on the1-0 
half time lead just five 
minutes after the 
resumption when 
striker Jon San Martin 
broke through a flat 
Wynnum defence to slot 
home past Duke. 

The second goal sparked’ plenty of 
controversy with both coaches hay- 
ing a different perspective on a lines- 
man’s decision not to flag for offside. 

Wynnum’s defence stood up delib- 
erately to try to catch San-Martin off 
side and according to Tokesi was off- 
side by at least a metre while rival 


“Damien Waugh: Opened scoring 
for Brisbane City from the penalty 
spot 


BRISBANE CITY 


ame 


QUEENSLAND SOCCER FEDERATION 
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Demetri Thoechari: Fouled by 
Wynnum’s goalkeeper for the cru- 
cial penalty 


coach Danny Wright had no doubt 
the linesman was correct by ruling 
play on. 

“Twas right in line with it and there 
was no way he was offside,” Wright 
said. 

Tokesi had no complaints with 
Brisbane City’s victory overall but 
was ruing illness and injury which 
forced a number of changes to the 
premiers starting line-up. 

“We didn’t play well and 

it was probably one of our 

worst performances of the 
season,” Tokesi said. 

“Our lead-up to the game 

was poor and our training 

was not up to speed, prob- 
ably because it’s been 
hard to get their minds on 
the job after winning the pre- 
miership. 
“We also had a couple missing 
through injury but hopefully they'll 
be right for the preliminary final.” 

Wynnum was missing. midfielder 
dynamo and playmaker Brad Ditton 
with an ankle injury and youngster 
Brendan Rodgers who was serving 
the second of a two-week suspension. 

“Thad to play Luke Adair who had 
hardly trained for two weeks with an 
injury and Anthony Roche and 
Dukey played with the ‘flu.” 

“Although we were down at half- 
time I felt comfortable in a physical 
game but I felt a few players playing 
in a final for the first time got a bit 
nervous. 

“Brisbane City has a lot of players 
with finals experience but neither 
Brisbane City nor the Gold Coast 
hold any fears for us.” 

Wright was relieved with the victo- 
ty after conceding his side had been 
in a mini-form slump in recent 
weeks. 

“We had a good preparation and 
were solid in all areas of the park,” he 
said. “Tt was hard to fault anyone and 
overall it was a good solid team per- 
formance. 


“We talked about finals football all 
week and the players had to step up a 
gear which they did.” 

Although Brisbane City earned a 
week’s break following the win, 
Wright has organised a trial against 
Brisbane Strikers before the grand 
final shootout. 

“Wynnum hasn’t beaten us all year 
in the three times we've played them 
and they picked up about four or five 
yellow cards against us,” Wright said. 

“There might be a few of their 
players on tenter hooks in the prelim- 
inary final hoping not to get book 
again which could mean they'd miss 
the grand final.” 

Brisbane Lions coach John Sime, 
who will step down from the senior 
coaching role next season to concen- 
trate on his club development posi- 
tion at the club, had no excuses for 
his side’s defeat. 

Brisbane Lions had to play catch- 
up football throughout but a below 
par passing game let the homeside 
down. 

“There's no excuses. Gold Coast 
were the far better side on the day,” 
Sime said. 

“We had a full, side out although 
some were carrying a few niggling 
injuries but they were the better side 


Miron Bleiberg: Tipped to return as 
Brisbane Lions coach after a two- 
year break from club soccer, 


in every department.” 

Gold Coast scored first through 
striker Tan Hutchinson before Lions 
equalised just before halftime from 
Todd Gava. 

Adam Poric put the visitors ahead 
from the penalty spot after the break 
while Kris Dodd banged in the third 
while Brisbane Lions’ second came 
from Warren Allen. 


Brad Ditton: Wynnum's midfield 
motivator who missed the game 
against Brisbane City due to 
injury. 


ABSW (8) 


QUEENSLAND) 


“Gold Coast had the vast majority 
of possession and we kept letting our- 
selves down with bad passing,” Sime 
said, = 

With Sime standing down for next 
season, Brisbane Lions is expected to 
announce soon its coach for next sea- 
son with former long serving coach 
Miron Bleiberg favoured to return. 

Bleiberg, who has been at the helm 
of the Queensland side during his 
break from regular club football, 
coached Brisbane Lions for several 
years before standing down two sea- 
Sons ago. 

He was replaced by then Taringa 
coach John Ogden who was sacked 
and replaced by Sime midway 
through this season after bottom 
placed Mt. Gravatt scored an upset, 
win at Klump Road. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
QUALIFYING FINAL 


Wynnum S 0 


Brisbane City 


QUALIFYING FINAL RESERVES 


Rochedale 1 


“Brisbane Lions 


QUALIFYING FINAL YOUTH 


Sunshine Coast 2 


Eastern Suburbs 


ELIMINATION FINAL 


Gold Coast City 3 


Brisbane Lions 


ELIMINATION FINAL RESERVES 


Brisbane City ~~ 0 


Gold Coast City 


ELIMINATION FINAL YOUTH 


Brisbane Lions 2 


Gold Coast City 


SEMI PROFESSIONAL 
Qualifying Final semi-pro- 


North Star : de 


The Gap 


QUALIFYING FINAL RESERVE 


North Star 4 


Souths Utd 


QUALIFYING FINAL YOUTH 


Souths Utd 3 


Acacia Ridge 


ELIMINATION FINAL SEMI-PRO 
Souths Utd Mitchelton 


ELIMINATION FINAL RESERVE 


Redlands we 


ELIMINATION FINAL YOUT: 
Mitchelton 


Capalaba - 2 


Rocklea 
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FINALS" FRENZY GRIPS BILL TURNER CUP 


By Dom Mitsio 


lhe Mayor of Lake Macquarie 
Te Council Mr John 

Kilpatrick , a keen supporter 
of the Bill Turner Cup and Bill 
Turner Trophy will host a civic 
reception for the eight remaining 
schools in the 2001 Bill Turner Cup 
competition, 

Scheduled for the Council 
Chambers players from all the eight 
schools will take their places this 
morning, Tuesday at 11 o’clock, 

Mr Kilpatrick will also be present- 
ing each captain with an outstanding 
book on beautiful Lake Macquarie 
which is to go into each school library. 

Terry Hampton the finals Co-ordi- 
nator will be compere and will no 
doubt introduce Bill Turner. 

tot 


Star Players; The Bill Turner Cup 


Auscraft Star Player Award for 2001 
could again be close. Two young men 
‘were, on even points up to and includ- 
ing the Quarter-finals but one of the 
lads was sent off in a recent game 
which has denied him the chance of 
taking out the coveted award. 
However there are five still within 
striking distance for top spot and these 
last two matches will determine the 
winner. 

In the Bill Turner Trophy series for 
girls, the outcome for the Auscraft 
Star Player Trophy has now become 
wide open as the main contender and 
her nearest rivals will not be playing 
as they are disappointingly engaged in 
another yery unexpected series, 

ttt 


Attention 2002: Attention is again 
drawn to the fact that next year the 
2002 Bill Turner Cup and Trophy 
Semi-finals, Play-offs and Finals will 
be decided on Tuesday 10th 


September and Wednesday 11th 
September, 


toto 


The Venue: The venue for this 
year’s (2001) finals series is again 
Jack McLaughlan Soccer Ground, 
Edgeworth. 

Tt was the scene for this year’s 
Northern NSW Premier League Grand 
Final. The ground is in great shape 
and should the weather be kind, two 
excellent evenings of football are 
assured. The Edgeworth Eagles com- 
mittee, led by Warren Mills and Paul 
Wade, does everything possible to 
assure that all goes well. 

RRR 


Volunteers: Former editor of 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly, 
Bob Brooks and his wife Cynthia are 
members of the yolunteers who will 
be assisting at the Semi-finals and 
Finals at Edgeworth. Their contribu- 


tions are much appreciated, 
Scouts? As usual, a couple of 
scouts and their associates are expect- 


ed to be on hand to investigate the tal-_ 


ent on display at the Bill Turner Cup 

final series. Rarely do they identify 

themselves to the Cup Executive. 
09:94 


What they are saying to the phone 
poll Question - “Who will win?” 


Bob A. - Asquith: 

(a) “The winner” will come from 
the second semi-final. 

(b) Westfield. 

Ben H. - Newcastle: 

(a) Hunter, late in the match, 

(b) Westfield. 

Bob L. - Elanora Qld.: 

(a) If one particular player concen- 
trates only on football, Palm Beach- 
Currumbin is my pick. 

(b) Westfield, by reputation. 

Keith C. - Fairfield: 


(a) Without Westfield I'll go for 
Concord. (b) Westfield. 

Dani C. - Fairfield: 4. 

(a) Concord 

(b) Westfield of course. 

Graeme D. - Bulli: 

(a) The kids from Bellambi. 

(b) Westfield. 

Diana M. - Wollongong_ 

(a) Holy Spirit College 

(b) Westfield. 

Debbie D. - Wollongong: 

(a) Holy Spirit College 

(b) Naturally, Westfield. 

John P. - Newcastle: ; 

(a) Hunter, This is more “I hope” 
than a genuine selection. 

(b) No team can beat Westfield. 

Tally - Cup: 

Holy Spirit College, Bellambi 3 1\2; 
Concord 2 1\2; Hunter 2; Palm Beach- 
Currumbin 1. 

Trophy: 

Westfield 9. 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otto Bader 


Europe, catching up with local Wollongong 

Soccer news. Before leaving several weeks ago, 
I dropped a note to the newspapers around the coast 
mentioning what a relief it would be to open a paper 
overseas and not being saturated with Rugby 
League trivia or cricket or Aussie Rules, enjoying 
for once to read about other sports. 

‘An observation first noted in daily newspapers soc- 
cer, or as it is called properly football, is reported spar- 
ingly with results only, no analysis, together with other 
sports known in Europe, no one-eyed code only. A spe- 
cial football paper called the “Kicker” is published at 
the season start as a sports magazine, commenting on 
expectations, scrutinising “BundesLiga” clubs person- 
nel as well as prospects of lower soccer clubs. Plenty of 
foreign players are in the squads of national teams, 
Bayern Munich has stars from Croatia, Ghana, France, 
Switzerland, England ( Owen Hargreaves), Bosnia, 
Poland, Brazil, Italy, Spain and so have a lot of other 
German soccer clubs - a real melting pot of nationali- 
ties, 

Former Australian youngster Joseph Di lorio (from 
Sunshine George Cross Bullen) is listed with Werder 
Bremen as Italian, Australian Joshua Kennedy 

(from Carlton) plays with VFL Wolfsburg, Ned Zelic 
and Paul Agostino (listed as Italian) are with 1860 
Munich, David Zdrilic is with Unterhaching Munich, 
Frank Juric from Melbourne Knights is with Bayer 
Leverkusen (listed as from Croatia), just to mention a 
few fellow Australians making a name for themselves. 

Each week (twice) a smaller version of the “Kicker” 
comes out with match reports. These are precise, no 
superlatives are used. No such words as ‘superstars’, 
‘legends or immortals’ or ‘greatest game of all” are ever 
mentioned. Coaches are being interviewed and the jour- 
nalists are not holding back either. Soccer is big busi- 
ness in Germany with no mercy shown for failures. 
After each weekend of matches the football paper 
names the ‘Eleven of the Day’, after evaluating perfor- 
mances for outstanding games. Praise is not given light- 
ly, details of matches are more often critical. Valuations 
are made for scoring, creating chances, defending well, 
general play. Paul Agostino from 1860 Munich received 
a satisfactory 3 in their win against Bremen, He scored 
a goal but was sent-off in the 66th minute. Ned Zelic is 
still injured. 

Beside German matches, reports are published from 
other countries like the English Premier League, 
Spanish League. France, Italy, etc., plus South America 
and Asia as well as events from Formula | car racing, 
cycling races, athletic meetings, basket ball, base ball, 


Se in Europe - Yours truly is back from 


Aussie international Paul Agostino (left) continues to impress in the German Budesliga. 


hand ball, commenting on beach ball mentioning the 
huge success in the Sydney Olympic games, tennis and 
many more other codes. 

The second edition of the “Kicker” coming out on 
Thursdays, deals with prognosis on possible outcomes 
of matches, team strength and weakness, injuries, 
coaches expectations, new players signed. Ned Zelic is 
recovering from an operation on a cracked jaw, taking 
time to heal, stitches being just now removed. Also 
youth grades players are mentioned, transfers of play- 
ers, team formations, competition tables from all over 
the world of football plus other interesting new devel- 
opments. A collection of sports is available to read not 
only in one but also in various other special football 
magazines. 

Television and radio are involved in weekend sport 
events, football comes on Saturdays around 8 PM and 
10 PM with match coverage. Generally football match- 
es as International fixtures are shown live. Sport is not 
over-reported, rather more a balanced version with 
reporters not going overboard, concentrating more on 
teams and players. 

It is enjoyable to follow expert comments, clam 
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reporting, not over doing it with super stars descrip- 
tions. 


Es from the Wolves -the club nominates it’s team 
aptain, utility all-rounder George Souris has been 
named as the Wolves leader for the new soccer season. 
He succeeds previous long-serving captain Matt 
Horsley who left the club. George is well aware of the 
responsibility but considers the new duty as a real hon- 
our and challenge. No doubt George Souris will gibe it 
his best shot with the fans right behind him. He is a 
matured, experienced NSL player, well qualified to lead 
a successful team to another great season. 

Striker Gone - Sasho Petrovski, the Wolves top goal 
scorer has joined Danish club FC Vyborg, fulfilling his 
dream to play in Europe one day. For the Wolves the 
loss of this prolific marksman is a blow, however as the 
coach remarked, this is a fact in soccer that transfer of 
players occur suddenly, life goes on and a suitable 
replacement needs to be found. 

Wolves Off-season Preparations - a most successful 
trip to China, playing two friendly matches, gave Coach 
Ron Corry a chance to trial new squad members. The 


ten day journey was not only a huge success in winning 
against top quality opposition but also a valuable train- 
ing exercise, used to build relationships and cama- 
raderie among the players. The team showed sparkling 
form to win their two games against leading Chines 
sides. The new look Wolves played on their tour with 
Anastasiadis (keeper), Blake, Souris (captain), 
Cervinski, Farah, Stanton, Castro, Nicholson, Huxley, 
Young, Petrovski, Babic, Austin, Sekufovski, Sullivan, 
Coach Ron Corry expressed confidence in his new 
squad, Theré*night be one or two more joining the 
Wolves in due time. 


Nawarra Soccer - ICU Premier League - final round 

determined the championship, results: Kemblawarra 
4 Wollongong Olympic 1, goals Daniel Aldridge (2), 
Many Mavridis, Anthoney Matthews, for Olympic a 
penalty converted by George Antoniou, Kemblawarra 
finished 2nd, Olympic in 6th spot, 

Lysaght 5 Shoalhaven 0, a match having no impact 
On a top spot. one in 8th spot, while the other lumbers 
in 1th place. 

Northern United 0 Cringila 3 - goals form Allan 
LoProto (2), Tony Sekuloski, important for Cringila 
making the play-offs now in 4th place, North in 12th 
spot. 

Picton 3 Coniston 2 - goals from Colin Luff (2), 
Craig Ashton, while for Coniston John Chapman scored. ~ 
twice, Coniston in 3rd spot, Picton in 10th place. 

West 3 Port Kembla 3 - goals from Jason Wenig, 
West leading 3:1 at one stage before Port equalised, 
Nick Polimenakos (2), Aaron O'Brien, West now in 
78th place, Port in Ist spot. 

Bulli 2 Balgownie 1 - goals for the host by Nick 
Reily and Luke Grounds with Alexandro loppolo for 
the visitors who finished in Sth spot making the play- 
offs, Bulli in 9th position. 

Play-offs - to reach the Grand Final and rich prize 
money, the play-offs commence on Sunday September 
16th with Kemblawarra y Coniston preceded by Youth 
grade and Reserve Grade at Wetherall Park and at Balls 
Paddock Cringila v Balgownie, also preceded by Youth 
and Reserve Grad 

ICU First Division - In the Semi-finals, Warilla 
Wanderers won 6:2 against Bellambi, ending that club’s 
season, now facing Albion Park WE. Tarrawanna beat 
South Coast United 1:0 to advance. now to the finals 
played on Saturday September 15th facing Kiama. 

Junior Soccer - The competition proper is over, the 
proud champions are now looking forward to the play- 
offs and Grand Final which will be played in all age 
groups on Sunday September 16th at Judy Masters 
Oval, Balgownie. Come along for a day-long soccer 
feast, the youngsters will appreciate your support. 


CELTIC OPEN-UP GAP 
FROM THE REST 


Celtic manager Martin O'Neill gave Scotland 
coach Craig Brown and Rosenborg ‘counterpart | 
Nils Arne Eggen plenty to worry about as his team 
of non-Scots sunk Dunfermline 3-1 at Parkhead 
over the weekend, 

Celtic's masterful Slovakian midfielder 
Lubomir Moravcik produced two excellent finish- 
| es to wrap up the points. 

Young Scottish striker Stephen Crawford struck 
a late consolation for the visitors. 

The home side got their noses in front after nine 
minutes thanks to a blunder by Dunfermline goal- 
keeper Marco Ruitenbeck. 

The Dutchman's clearance fell to Moravcik 20 
meters out and the Slovakia international chipped 
the ball over Ruitenbeck and into the empty net. 

Chris Sutton doubled Celtic's lead on the stroke 
of half time, Swedish striker Henrik Larsson 
seemed to be going nowhere but his back-heal 
sent Sutton away and he drew Ruitenbeek out 
before sliding the ball home. 

Moravcik produced another sublime finish in 
the 70th minute to secure the points for the home 
side. 

Rangers only had themselves to blame in their 
| 2-2 to Hearts after coming back from 1-0 down to 
lead 2-1 through a superb volley by Russell 
Latapy and a deflected effort by Tore-Andre Flo. 

Hearts grabbed the equaliser eight minutes 
from time with a finely struck shot from Stephen | 
Simmons. 

In other matches, a double strike by Ben 
Thornley gave Aberdeen a 2-0 home win over 
Kilmamock, Dundee were held 1-1 by visitors St 
Johnstone, Livingston beat Dundee United 2-0 
and Hibernian won 3-1 at Motherwell. 


Ronald de Boer (eft): Unable to inspire 
Rangers to victory over Hearts. 


Hearts 2:Raners 2, Aberdeen 2 Kilmarnock 0, 
| Cette 3 Dunfermline 1, Dundee 1 St Johnstone 1, 
on 2 Dundee United 0, Motherwell 1 


fare! ‘midfielder Marc Vivien Foe 
tussles with a PSG player. 


PSG FORCE LENS | 
TO STALEMATE | 


razilian striker Alex rounded off a stir- 
B= comeback by Paris Saint Germain 

over the weekend, coming from 2-0 
down to draw 2-2 with Lens and maintain their 
| unbeaten start to the season, 

Lens had seized the initiative from the start and 
took a deserved lead through playmaker Stephane 
Pedron before striker Hadji El-Diouf doubled the 
lead in the second-half, slipping the ball under the 
wildly advancing PSG keeper Lionel Letizi. 

PSG then sparked into action as Nicolas Anelka 
teduced the deficit stealing in at the far post to 
head home in the 68th minute. Two minutes later 
Aloisio and Alex combined to equalize and topple 
Lens from the summit of the table. 

Monaco may finally have turned the comer 
| with their victory over Troyes - which also dou- 
bled their goals tally for the season. 

Nonda, who has yet to justify his domestic 
record transfer fee of 140million francs ($21 mil- 
lion) last summer, scored a fine individual effort 
in the 37th minute for his second of the campaign. 

Bierhoff wrapped up the points five minutes 
after the break sliding the ball past Troyes ‘keep- 
er Tony Heurtebis. 

Big-spending Lyon failed to go top earlier when 
they dropped two points away at crisis-ridden 
Marseille in a sterile 0-0 draw, though new sign- 
ing Pegguy Luyindula could have sealed the three 
points for the visitors near the end but his shot 

came back off the post. 
} Auxerre beat Montpellier 1-0 with an 86th 
|, minute goal from Kahilou Sadiga which pushed 
them ahead of Lens on goal difference. 

Champions Nantes’ nightmare start to the sea- 
son improved slightly as they garnered only their 
second point of the season with a 1-1] draw at 
home to Sedan but they stay bottom, a point 
behind Metz who lost 1-0 to Bastia, and Marseille. 


Auxerre 
Lens 


‘Lyon 
‘Lille 
‘Sochaux 
PSG 

Bastia 
Lorient 
‘Troyes 
Rennes 
‘Guingamp 


Montpellier 


Bordeaux 
Monaco 


Marseille 


Metz 


AANANDARAANRARAADHR 


Sochaux 2 Bordeaux 0, Marseille 0 Lyon 0, PSG 2 
Lens 2, Nantes 1 Sedan 1, Metz 0 Bastia 1, Monaco 
2 Troyes 0, Lille | Guingamp 0, Rennes J Lorient |, 
Auxerre 1 Montpellier 0. 
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by their new ‘keeper Hans Joerg Butt after three 
minutes, 


to sixth after Nigerian international Victor Agali 
scored in the 35th and 77th minutes at St Pauli, 
giving the Ruhr outfit a 2-0 win, only the second 
of the campaign. 


PORTUGESE FIRST DIVISION 


Porto 3 Varzim 0, Gil Vicente | Pacos Ferreira |, Farense 
I Santa Clara 0, Vitoria Setubal 3 Salgueiros 0, Beira Mar 
3 Benfica 3, Belenenses 0 Maritimo", Uniao Leiria 1 
Sporting 1, Alverca | Boavista 2. 


BAYERN PEG BACK 
LEADERS DORTMUND 


erman champions Bayern Munich 
ended previous joint-leader’s Borussia 
Dortmund’s four-match winning streak 


with a 2-0 away win thanks to goals from PWoDHL FEF A Pts 
Hasan Salihamidzic and Roque Santa Cruz, oud ie ag RE Se) hd 
Dortmund ‘keeper Jens Lehmann had kept a eth 4 ; aE : = 3 4 
clean sheet all season but Bosnia’s Salihamidzic Gil Vicente 459) 52 05 aes 
slid the ball through his legs after 22 minutes, Wiss tian ot 001 =e 
Paraguayan international striker Santa Cruz Maritimo An 950) PeesMger6 
added the second on 58 minutes to round off. Uniao Leiria ay 1. BRNO ead ane 
Bayer Leverkusen moved third courtesy of a 1-0 Alverca Ao 02. (0% Qests 4G 
away win at Borussia Moenchengladbach. Farense A 20, 2eesaecgin 6: 
Kaiserslautern came from behind to beat Vitoria Setubal 42028 6 6 
Werder Bremen 2-1 last Sunday to maintain their Santa Clara pie rai ie 
perfect start to the season and open up a three ioe Mar A i 2 ; : j 3 
point lead at the top of the Bundesliga. hoe ene ie pea ee 
Miroslav Klose was the star of the show as he Sporting 42), Coes 
came off the bench in the 55th minute to strike the Belenenses Sl 0 sees es: 
winner, fifteen minutes later. Varzim $n.0o.2> Qo ee 
Salgueiros 40° 0 4510.50 

SION 


Slaven Belupo 
2 Zadar |, Zagreb 5 Varteks 2, Hajduk 4TSK 0, Hrvatski 
Dragovoljac 2 Cibalia 1, Kamen Ingrad 1 Sibenik 1, 
Rijeka | Marsonia 0. 


PWODHUL F A Pts 
Zagreb Gr Soil mat Serials 
Varteks Varazdin 64 1 1 1848 13 
Dinamo Zagreb 54-4 Oise S: 
Zadar 5 Ma bea neh 
Hajduk Split 5-32 0-2 f{l-usm 9) 
Rijeka G~ 3 TOE eran 9, 
Pomorac Mee Heer SRT) Sip GE 
F Cakovec G22 eee es 
¥ Lae 4 Cibalia Vinkovci (a a eh 
ae Rall i Slaven Belupo Sra sie mero mes 

< < 
Hertha Berlin striker Andreas Schmiat | |ouy ™ ¢ 5 4 5 § to 
(right) tussles with a Stuttgart player. MarsoniaSIBrod 6 | 1.4 6 8 4 
Bayer Leverkusen bagged an early lead at Kamen Ingrad Velika 6 0 4 2 6 9 4 
Moenchengladbach thanks to a penalty converted Tsk Topolovac Fees fae lies allan lpn f 
Sibenik’ 6. he ee 4 


Last season’ =I v 
a's runners-up Schalke O4 moved up 147 zdara 6 Zeta Golubavel 0) OFK T-Zelezaik 0, Rad 


Belgrade 3 Mladost Apatin 0, Suljeska Niksic 0 Zemun 0, 
Radnicki | Hajduk Kula 1, Sartid Smederevo 2 Red Star 
1, Partizan 2 Mladost Lucani 1, Vojvodina 1 Cukaricki 1, 
Obilic 1 Rudar Pljevija 0. 


Energie Cottbus are continuing their fine form 


after a 3-3 draw at home to Wolfsburg. Cottbus’ 2 FW ODL ake 
Brazilian striker Vragel da Silva scored just before J] ai@Smedeevo 3300 GF 8 

f : ; ytizan Belgrade «893 2 1 07 4 «7 
and just after half time while 19-year-old OFK Beo; 

: : grad Epa eae ae ee SH Bf 
Australian Joshua Kennedy equalised at 3-3-hay- Rad Belgrade pe Pound deer 
ing been promoted to the Wolfsburg first team in |} Hajduk Kula ao go genes 
the close season. Obilic Belgrade Mi ase Fs Ft Sag 

Elsewhere 1860 beat Nuremberg 1-0, VfB Zvezdara Belgrade 893 «1 1 1 6 2 4 
Stuttgart and Hertha Berlin drew 0-0, Freiburg Red Star Belgrade 93 1 1 1 3 3 4 
and Hansa Rostock drew 1-1 and Cologne came Sutjeska Niskic Seo 1 Ispteieieas 
from a goal down to beat Hamburg 2-1. Miadost Lucani 30) Oe a 

Rudar Pljevija 3.) (OnmRee aoe 

Kaiserslautern 2 Werder Bremen 1, Cologne 2 Vojvodina NoviSad 3 0 3 0 2 2 3 
Hamburg 1, 1860 Munich | Nuremberg 0, Stuttgart 0. Zemun Belgrade 3.073 0 0-0 3 
Hertha Berlin 0, Energie Cottbus 3. Wolfsburg 3, Radnicki Kragujevac 3 0 2 1 3 6 2 
Freiburg 1 Hansa Rostock 1, Borussia Dortmund 0 Zeta Golubovei 3, 0. 2 TNO" Ser aee 
Bayern Munich 2, St Pauli 0 Schalke 04 2, Borussia Zeleznik Belgrade 893 0 1 2 1 3 1 
Moenchengladbach 0 Bayer Leverkusen 1 CukraickiBelgrade 3 0 1 24 7 1 

Mladost Apatin ee ein NM 

Kaisersiautem = 5-5 0 0 14 6 15 REE UNS - PINABTOIN 
Deanne 5 40 fT i022 Ankaragucu 2 Genclerbirligi 5, Kocaclispor 3 
Hae leeies 5 33 010 6 Fenerbahce 3, Diyarbakirspor 3 Trabzonspor 1, 
ByenMah 2 5 81 ed io Bursaspor 0 Gaziantepspor 2, Galatasaray 2 Antalyaspor 
ea See 1, Denizlispor 1 Rizespor 2, Istanbulspor 0 Goztepe 0, 

Sees So ee Yozgatspor 3 Malatyaspor 0. 

BeM’gladbach S$ 20-11-22 $5 4-7 PWODULF A Pts 
Cologne SUL ogee Oke) Galatasaray 43 1 010 5 0 
1860Munich = «S$ 2-1 2 5 8 7 Gortepe 43 ialteieeepinp 
‘VEB Stuttgart $243 1 42406 Istanbulspor 44h 90) eet 
SC Freiburg ee ees Trabzonspor 4-3 1 0 WM 59 
HethaBerin = 5 1 2 2 5 6 5 Kocaelispor 42208 48 
SV Hamburg Sid 3 69 4 Fenerbahce cay Naan me 
Waite st i 5104 Ankaragucu 420 2 17 06 
VaneRoick= = $" [23 3 94s Genclerbirligi 43] 2 lentes Ours 
ie: 6) a 4 ee Gaziantepspor POA ese cs 
ViWolfkbug «5S 0 32 6 13 Cate aon fa gee: 

: enizlispor 
SPat So ee Yozgatspor ae id at Ogee, 


AUSTRALIAN AND.BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 11,:2001 23 


England's Robbie Fowler (right) sco! 


Albani 


ngland coach Sven Goran 
Hise was a relieved man 

last week after watching his 
side grind out a 2-0 win over 
Albania to edge closer to automatic 
qualification for next summer's 
World Cup finals, 

The 53-year-old Swede blamed 
tired legs for England’s poor dis- 
play which came just four days 
after their historic 5-1 win over 
Germany in Munich, 

“Maybe we were a little bit 
tired. Saturday cost us a lot in the 
legs and head,” Eriksson said. “We 
played good football in the first 
half, but lost a lot of energy and 


GROUP ONE 

PWD LF APts 
Russia 962 114520 
Slovenia 945 014917 
‘Yugoslavia 944 116616 
Switzerland 942 3188 14 
Faroe Islands 166207 


92 
Luxembourg 9: 0:0: 9.2220, 


Group TWO 

Portugal 9 6 3 0287 21 
Rep of Ireland 9 6 3 019521 
Netherlands 952 226917 
Estonia 922510218 
Cyprus 922 513278 
Andorra 90095320 
GROUP THREE 

Denmark 954 0166 19 
Czech Republic 9 5 2 2148 17 
Bulgaria 952214917 
Iceland 941 4141413 
Northern Ireland 9 2 2 510128 
Malta 90184231 
GROUP FOUR 

Sweden 972 0173 23 
Turkey 953 1158 18 
Slovakia 942 311914 
Macedonia 914 411137 
Moldova 91356176 
~ Azerbaijan 91264145 
18 


relie 


Albania, last week. 


Albania came back very well. We 
seemed afraid to keep the ball.” 

“I told everyone that it was not 
going to be easy - it is always easi- 
er to defend than create,” he said, 
“We started the game very well but 
during the first half we only scored 
one and if you don’t take your 
chances and score goals it is always 
dangerous, 

“Usually, in football, you have 
to score twice with opportunities 
like that, 

“Tn second half they played bet- 
ter than us and had good chance to 
score but finally Fowler did well 
and scored,” 


GROUP FIVE 
Poland 9 6 2 1201020 
Ukraine 944112716 
Belarus 943 2121015 
Norway 91448137 
Wales 90639126 
Armenia 90546155 
six 
Belgium 752025517 
Croatia 743014215 
Scotland 733 110512 
Latvia 71154144 
San Marino 8: 01 73301 
GROUP SEVEN 
Spain 8 6 2 021420 
Austria 74219714 
Israel 732210611 
Bosnia 71247125 
Liechtenstein 7 0.0 70180 


r Eriksson, Engl 


res during the World Cup qualifying match against 


d 


England had to wait 44-minutes 
to unlock the Albanian defence and 
‘once again it was Owen, England's 
hat-trick hero against the Germans, 
to the rescue, 

In a nerve-jangling finale 
England struggled to put two pass- 
es together but Robbie Fowler, on 
as a second half substitute for 
Nicky Barmby, settled matters with 
a clinical finish two minutes from 
time. 

The Liverpool striker flicked the 
ball through the legs of an 
Albanian defender before tucking 
the ball neatly under the diving 


body of Strakosha. 

GROUP EIGHT 

Tealy 752 015317 
Romania 75029615 
Georgia 730419 
+ Hungary 722314128 
Lithuania 80263202 
GROUP MINE: 

England 751114416 
Germany 751 1141016 
Finland 732227 
Greece 72055156 
Albania 81075143 


* Group winners qualify auto- 
matically for the finals. The 
nine group runners-up and the 
third-placed Asian team quali- 
Sy for play-offs. 
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razil coach Luiz Felipe 
Scolari criticised his players 
for not doing enough time- 
wasting after they conceeded two 
goals in the last 15 minutes and 
lost 2-1 to Argentina last week 
Brazil led from the third to the 
‘77th minute before finally capitu- 
lating to a defeat which put them 
in more trouble in the South 
American World Cup qualifying 


group. 

“When one players falls down, 
another three have to fall with him,” 
said Scolari, who in the past has 
publicly encouraged his team to the 
foul the opposition. 

“We might get the odd yellow 
card, but that doesn’t matter. We 
helped Argentina’s comeback. We'll 
learn getting thumped like we got 
thumped today.” 

Otherwise, the man known as Big 


osta Rica booked their 

ticket to the 2002 World 
2 ‘Cup last week with a 2-0 
victory over the United States, 
both goals coming from Rolando 
Fonseca. 

Fonseca converted a penalty in 
the 39th and added the insurance 
goal in the 68th minute. The victo- 
ty gave Costa Rica 19 points with 
two matches to play in the six- 
nation final qualifying tournament 
for North and Central America and 
the Caribbean. 

Three teams from the region 
will advance to the 2002 World 
Cup in Japan and South Korea. 


{October 7, 2001) 
Honduras v Trinidad and 
‘Tobago, 

Costa Rica v Mexico 


USA vy Jamaica 
(November 11, 2001) 
Mexico y Honduras 
Jamaica y Costa Rica 
‘Trinidad and Tobago y USA 


Phil said he had no complaints about 
a result which leaves Brazil in dan- 
ger of missing out on the World Cup 
for the first time. 

“Tt was the logical outcome,” he 
said, after Argentina, already quali- 
fied for Japan and South Korea, 
dominated the second half. 

Scolari admitted his team were 
dejected after being so close to at 
least one precious point. 

“Our heads are down, We gave 
away the first goal through inexperi- 
ence more than anything else,” he 
said. 

Argentina coach Marcelo Bielsa 
said: “It was a very intense match in 
which it was difficult to create 
chances.” 

Marcelo Gallardo, who scored the 
equaliser after coming on as a sub- 
stitute, dedicated the win to the 
Argentine public. 


“They people who pay to get in 
deserve the win more than anybody 
because they suffer a lot with the bad 
situation the country is in and we 
can make them happy, even if it is 
only for a moment,” he said. 

Diego Simeone, who won his 
104th cap, added: “We played our 
hearts out because we couldn’t 
afford to lose” 

‘The win leaves Brazil level on 
points with Uruguay in South 
America’s qualifying table. Brazil 
are in fourth spot with Uruguay 
behind on goal difference. 


(October 7, 2001) 
Uruguay ys. Colombia 
Brazil vs. Chilé 
Bolivia ys. Ecuador 
Paraguay vs.Argentina 
Venezuela vs. Peru 
(November 8, 2001) 
Argentina ys..Peru 
Bolivia vs. Brazil 
Ecuador vs. Uruguay 
Colombia's, Chile 
Venezuela ys. Paraguay 
(November 14, 2001) 
Uruguay vs. Argentina 
Brazil ys. Venezuela 
Paraguay ys. Colombia 
Chile vs.Ecuador 
Peru ys. Bolivia 


Richie Williams (left), of the United States, defends against 
Costa Rica's Reynaldo Parks during their World Cup qualiyf- 
ing match last week. 


NortTH AMERIC 


Costa Rica 
Honduras 

Mexico 

United States 
Jamaica 

‘Trinidad and Tobago 
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Villa stun Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL 

ASTON VILLA : 
iverpool star Steven Gerrard went 
from hero o zero last Saturday 

after being sent off as Gerard 

Houllier’s Reds crashed to a 3-1 home 

defeat against Aston Villa in the 

English Premiership. 

Gerrard received his marching 
orders for an x-rated tackle on Villa’s 
George Boateng. The 2l-year-old had 
equalised for Liverpool after Dion Dublin 
gave Villa a first-half lead. 

But second half goals from Lee 
Hendrie and Darius Vassell as weary 
Liverpool plunged to their second straight 
defeat of the season. 


LEEDS UNITED. 0 


BOLTON 0 
Ne promoted Bolton continued 

their inspired run after holding on 
for a 0-0 draw away at Elland Road 
against Leeds. 

The draw keeps the Trotters on top 
of the Premiership table earning Sam 
Allardyce the Manager of the Month 
award, 


MIDDLESBOROUGH 1 


NEWCASTLE 4 
teye McLaren’s miserable reign.as. 
Middlesbrough boss continued as 

his team was hammered 4-1 by 

Newcastle in the northeast derby at the 

Riverside, 

Boro took the lead through a Colin 
Cooper diving header after just four min- 
utes, but Neweastle came back into the 
match midway through the half when 
‘Boro. goalkeeper Mark Schwarzer was 
sent off. 

Alan Shearer duly slotted the penalty 
away before Jonathan Greening missed 
one for the home side, Nikos Dat 
Robert and Shearer scored second half 
goals to complete a 4-1 rout for 
Neweastle. 


LEICESTER 1 
IPSWICH 1 
ee earned their under-pres- 

sure boss Peter Taylor some 
respite with a 1-1 draw against 
Ipswich. 

Ipswich took the lead through 
Marcus Stewart but Dean Sturridge 
eared a point with a dramatic 90th 
minute equaliser in a game which saw a 
player ftom each side sent off. 


THIS WEEK 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 1): 
Everton vs Liverpool 

Aston Villa v Sunderland 
Bolton v Southampton 
Derby v Leicester 


Fulham v Arsenal 
Middlesbrough v West Ham 
Neweastle v Man Utd 
Tottenham v Chelsea 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 16: 
Charlton v Leeds 
Ipswich v Blackburn 


MAN UNITED 


EVERTON : x 


lhampions Manchester United 

strolled to a 4-1 victory over 
Everton at Old Trafford, with Juan 
Sebastian Veron outstanding through- 
out. 

The Argentina international mid- 
fielder was at the heart of every United 
attack and opened the scoring on 22 min- 
utes after working a clever one-two with 
Dwight Yorke, 

Andy Cole, Quinton Fortune and 
David Beckham completed the scoring 
for Alex Ferguson's side with Eyerton 
scoring a consolation through Kevin 
Campbell. 


CHELSEA 1 
ARSENAL 1 
t Stamford Bridge Chelsea and 
Arsenal played out an entertain- 
ing 1-1 draw in a match which saw 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink sent off. 
Arsenal weathered an early storm to 
take the after 17 minutes when Ed de 
Goey failed to hold a Pires’ shot and 
Henry pounced to tuck in the rebound. 
Chelsea equalised from the penalty 
spot in the lst minute, Hasselbaink 
shooting low to David Seaman's right 
after Keown had upended Gianfranco 
Zola. 


SUNDERLAND 1 
BLACKBURN 0 

uper sub Niall Quinn made a dra- 

matic intervention to rescue three 
points for Sunderland as they beat 
Blackburn 1-0 at the Stadium of Light. 

Quinn, a replacement for Lilian 
Laslandes on the hour, leapt high to head 
Stefan Schwarz’s perfect cross past Brad 
Friedel and give Peter Reid’s men their 
second win of the season. 


DERBY 0 
WEST HAM ) 
DD” and West Ham played out a 
goalless draw at Pride Park. 
This was the sort of away clash 


Chelsea midfielder, Gianfranco Zola (right) holds off Arsenal 


Liverpool defender, John Arne Riise outjumps Aston Villa's Paul 


defender, Gilles Grimandi during their clash at Stamford Bridge 


over the weekend. 


Merson. Villa won the fiery contest 3-1 at Anfield. 
which West Ham were once guaranteed 
to lose, but new signing Don Hutchison’s 
added grit helped Glenn Roeder’s side 
‘come away from Pride Park with a goal- 
less draw. 


TOTTENHAM 2 
SOUTHAMPTON 0 
lottenham manager Glenn 


Hoddle had the last laugh over 


his old club Southampton after @ 


week of bickering as Spurs beat the 
Saints 2-0 at White Hart Lane. 

Tottenham took 75 minutes to break 
down a spirited and inventive 
Southampton side with goals from 
Christian Ziege and Simon Davies 
securing their first win of the new cam- 
paign. 

Southampton’s finishing consigned 
them to a third straight Premiership 
defeat and kept them rooted to second 
from bottom. 


CHARLTON 1 
FULHAM 1 
| ren and Chalton played out an 
entertaining 1-1 draw at the 
Valley, the home side taking the lead. 

England intemational Chris Powell 
broke down the left and played a lofted 
ball to the far post. Shaun Barilett’s 
header went back across the face of 
goal and Andy Melville could only 
Slice his attempted clearance into the 
back of his own net. 

But the Addicks lead lasted just four 
‘minutes. After a fine save from the 
Charlton keeper, the ball came back to 
Luis Boa Morte, his first time shot went 
through a crowd of players and into the 
net for a 1-1 final scoreline. 


1, Middtesbrough 1 Newcastie Utd 4, — 
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leeds United 


4 
4 

4 

4 
a 4 
Sunderland 4 
| Newcastle 3 
Aston Villa Kt 
Chelsea 3 
Fulham 4 
4 

4 

4 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 
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Tottenham 
Derby County 
Ipswich Town, 
Chariton Athletic 
Blackburn 
Liverpool 

West Ham 
Leicester 
Southampton 
Middlesbrough 


City 0, Watford 3 Wimbledon 0. 
wD 
Burnley 
Grimsby 
Birmingham 
Norwich 
Wolverhampton 
Bradford 
Portsmouth 
Manchester City 
Watford 
Gillingham, 
West Brom 
Crystal Palace 
Millwall 
Crewe 

Nottm Forest 
Sheff Utd 
Barnsley 
Coventry City 
Walsall 
Wimbledon 
Sheff Wed 
Preston, 
Rotherham 
Stockport 
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PREMIER LEAGUE 


Liverpool 4 Aston Villa 3, Chariton 1 Fulham 4, 
Tottenham 2 Southampton 0, Man Utd 4 Everton 4, 
Leetis 0 Bolton 0, Chelsea 1 Arsenal 1, Sunderland 4 
Blackburn 0, Derby 0 West Ham 0, Lelcester 1 Ipswich 


Sets 


FIRST DIVISION 


Barnsley 2 Stockport 2, Birmingham 2 Sheffield 
Wed! 0, Crewe 2 Walsall 1 Burnley 3 Rotherham 0, 
Coventry 0 Grimsby 1, Crystal Palace 1 Millwall 3, 
Norwich 1 Notts Forest 0, Portsmouth 2 
Gillingham 1, Preston 1 Wolverhampton 2, 
Sheffield Utd 2 Bradford 2, West Brom 4 Man 


SECOND DIVISION 


Bournemouth 0 Swindon 0, Brentford 4 
Tranmere 0, Brighton 2 OPR 1, Bristol City? 
Port vale 7, Bury 0 Wigan 2, Colchester 3 
Northampton 1, Notts County 2Wrexham 2, 
Oldham 2 Blackpool 1, Peterborough 1] 
Cambridge United 0, Reading 1Cardiff 2, Stoke 
1 Huddersfield 1, Wycombe 0 Chesterfield 0. 


> 
ae 


SO-NOkEREGAGATAGAINIOROD 


PeeW.D aL. 

Brentford Da eA nO) AO edd 
Colchester (oleisee SI) Sean Hea nee a A) 
Huddersfield Oe et Baad) 
Oldham Grego hoe0. 0 14 Crate 
Bristol City Biris ie 2220) Se Bast 
Brighton Cp Be Bai 
Reading Dos nOnie lamatsce Oana sh 0) 
Wycombe COD Ota 
Cardiff A eee Ona ne 
Notts County Se caisos sat ur O/B: 
Swindon (ete iets) 
QPR Bie 4 AO! 
Peterborough One ean BT 
Stoke papoeer Ese oy ie eee 
Port Vale Boat 8 107, 
Tranmere Ce ee 8 5 Or 15 
Wigan Get Nat anor ED.) acai 
Blackpool tied ea ace eer Sees e Y 
Bournemouth S Oaen 2346 243 
Wrexham. a0 Set 8211 38 
Chesterfield 6 0s8e 85" 10: 3 
Bury Bogle O42 321003 
Northampton (Sei Bat th creokey ay eee 
jcambeae Utd <6: 0:24 4.0.92 
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WORLD — 


Celta Top As Real, Barca Stumble 


Spanish Primera Liga 


‘Mallorca striker, Vincent Engonga(left) fights for possession with 
Athletico Bilbao defender, Juan Guerrero. 


Celta Vigo are on top of the Spanish 
first division after their 3-0 victory over 
struggling Tenerife last Sunday, 

Celta opened the scoring through 
Catanha, who converted from the penal- 
ty spot on the half-hour after the 
Braz -born Spanish international 
striker known as the ‘Red Crab’ had 
been brought down by Tenerife’s Pablo 

+ Paz. 
Alexander Mostovoi got Celtas sec- 


the start of the second half and went 
close on several occasions, but 
Mostovoi put the game beyond their 
reach when he got his second, and 
Celtas third of the night, with another 
penalty after he had also been brought 
down by Pablo Paz. 

Alaves are also unbeaten after win- 
ning 2-0 in the Basque derby with Real 
Sociedad. 

Magno Morcellin produced a brilliant 


Real Sociedad goalkeeper Alberto 
Lopez. 

Alberto saved the San Sebastian side 
on several other occasions but was at 
fault for the second goal 11 minutes 
from time, when he brought down Jurica 
Vucko inside the area, and Carlos 
Lorens converted from the spot. 

Barcelona were almost upset by Rayo 
‘Vallecano but eventually managed a 1-1 
draw. Spanish international Luis 
Enrique made a high tackle on Rayos 
veteran French midfielder Eric Roy 
after 53 minutes and Moises Arteaga 
scored the resulting penalty. 

The Catalan club equalised 13 min- 
utes later when Fabio Rochemback 
unleashed a thunderbolt from the edge 
of the area, which hit the crossbar. 

However, the Brazilian midfielder 
followed up and a second effort 
bounced off Rayos luckless French 
defender Jean Francois Hernandez, and 
past Imanol Etxeberria in the Rayo goal. 

Champions League finalists Valencia 
only salvaged a point three minutes 
from the whistle when Salva Ballesta 
equalised after a Jose Luis Caminero 
goal had put the hosts Valladolid ahead 
after 30 minutes. 

Deportivo’La Coruna, won 1-0 at Las 
Palmas on Saturday to go second but 
had to rely on a goal two minutes from 
time from Spanish international striker 


Fran. 

Villarreal: hold. third. position after 
they tore apart Osastha 3-0 victory, 
while Real Madrid continued their poor 


WORLD 


RESULTS | 


Neen eee nee SE 


Ajax midfielder, Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
(right) contests with a Twente 
= Eschende player. 


Molenbeek 2 Germinal Beerschot 


Antwerp 1 Club Bruges 2, Lokeren 0 Ghent 
4, La Louviere 0 Lierse 0, Anderlecht 3 Genk 


3, Sint-Trulden 1 Standard Liege 
Westerlo 6 Lommel 0, Beveren 0 Aalst 
Excelsior Mouscron 0 Charlerol 1. 


_| Willem I 


DISVISION 


Sparta Rotterdam 0 RKC Waalwijk 0, Willem It 
Tilburg 1 FC Den Bosch 1, FC Utrecht 3 FC 
Groningen 1, Heerenveen 1 Vitesse Arhnem 1, 
PSV Eindhoven 3 Fortuna Sittard 0, FC Twente 
0 Ajax 2, Roda JC 0 De Graafschap 1, NEC 
Nijmegen 0-Feyenoord 3, A2’67 Alkmaar 2 NAC 
Breda 1. 


Feyenoord 
Vitesse 
Ajax 


P 

4 

4 

3 

4 
De Graafschap 4 
PSV 4 
Twente: 4 
AZ Alkmaar 4 
Heerenveen 3 
FC Den Bosch 4 
RKC Waalwijk 4 
NEC Nijmegen 4 
NAC Breda 4 
FC Groningen 4 
Sparta Ridam 4 
Fortuna Sittard 4 
FC Utrecht 4 
Roda JC 4 


eee ets HNONNNOS 
La aay RE sts Sra tea Teter SO sens see 
U6s so ween a tetoe: 


SOUP OMI oh SS ae Sam 
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BELGIAN FIRST DISVISION 


2, 


1, 
4, 


‘ond ten minutes later, finishing off a — individual effort to get the home sides start to the season with a 1-1 draw at Club Bru 3 4 FH ; FA teas 
clever move between Catanha and first goal after 31 minutes, darting down home to Malaga. pods ges eh 0003.18 
Gustavo Lopez. : the left wing and weaving past several = paket ee eat eek g-03 5? 
Tenerife came back into the game at defenders before slotting the ball past wy ‘Anderlecht 20 2. ORO 
Standard Liege 4 2 2 0 6 2 8 
‘Alaves 2 Real Sociedad 0, Ceita Vigo 3 Tenerife 0, Valtadolid 1 Valencia 1, Genk 2: A! Sant 
Barcelona 4 Rayo Vallecano 1, Real Betis 2 Espanyol 0, Real Zaragoza 1 Sint-Tuiden 94 2 1 «1:10 8 7 
Sevilla 4, Athletic Bilbao 0 Real Mallorca 1, Villarreal 3 Osasuna 0, Real Charleroi aL dehlee Shr 
| ‘Madrid 1 Malaga 1, Las Palmas 0 Deportivo La Coruna 1. hae qed Ona 7 ae 
A Lierse AAR Set0L 4 9G 
Germinal seed Se swile ss +6 
Celta Vigo Antwerp 4064 MOSS ST 3 
Deportivo La Coruna Westerlo RES OARS 8 3. 
Villarreal Lokeren 4 0 dee 2 51 
Alaves: Molenbeek A OL GSO el 
Malaga La Louviere Y ame Yom hoe es (Cia) a 
si Barcelona 2 Beyeren PW es a oH (-P—| St. Truiden’s player Danny Boffin 
Valencia Excelsior 400 42 60 (left) fights for the ball with 


P Ww. D L F AEs 
2 2" 0 0 6 0 6 
Z a 0 0 5 0 6 
oe 2 0 0 5 1 6 
PRE) =) 4 o 6 
2 i 1 0 4 ES 4 
2 1 1 0 3 2 4 
ed ee ee ts fol 
| | Las Palmas 2 1 0 1 3 1 3 Standard Liege’s Johan Walem. 
Real Betis 2 1 0 1 4 3 3 
Aihletc Bilbao a NE APERTUR 
eT 2 : t i 3 : 3 Union Santa Fe 1-Argentinos Juniors 2, 
{ i‘ area Newell's Old Boys 0 Belgrano 1, Estudiantes 1 
P Rayo Vallecano ote 1 2 S Lanus 3, Boca Juniors § Chacarita Juniors 4, 
a Sevilla 2 0 1 1 fy 3 i Banfield 2 Gimnasia La Piata 3, Nueva Chicago 
i . Real Zaragoza 2 0 1 1 2 3 1 ‘2 River Plate 1, Independiente 0 San Lorenzo 0. 
Real\ Madrid 2 0 1 i 1 2 1 
& Valladolid 2 0 { { 1 4 1 Racing Club f 4 5 t 
: f Real Sociedad 2 0 0 2 1 5 0 Sanlorenzo 5 3 O 2 ft 
‘ Tenerife 2 0 0 2 0 5 0 River Plate 5. BS fo eens 
Osasuna: 2 0 0 ie 0 6 0 Lanus ye eee ote eth a 
Belgrano 4 3 a0) 9 
7 W -EK Argentinos Jus 4 3 1 0 9 
3 HIS J E (w/e Sunday, September 16) Rosai Calla ot ae 
‘ , independiente 5 2 1 2 8 
Retis Sevilla vs Real Madrid Real Sociedad vs Celta Vigo Newell's isco RAST 
| Gimnasia 4 2 lg 
Malaga vs Valladolid Tenerife vs Villarreal Colon Santa AP Sete GTS 6 
: NuevaChicago 4 1 2 1 4 
. Valencia vs Las Palmas Osasuna vs Barcelona UnionSantaFe 4 0 2 2 2 
: BocaJunions 4 0 2 2 2 
2 Estudiantes 4 0 2 2 2 
L os : Deportivo vs Athletic Bilbao Vallecano vs Zaragoza Se er of sen Veersacied: 5 -@> cae eee 
id's SE ielder, : oco Ameli(right) of San Lorenzo _ Banfield Cees Net po) 
Tso Le Mallorea vs Alaves Espanyol vs Sevilla contests the ball with an Huracan ’ «5 20204 «64 4 
Independentie striker. TalleresCordoba 55 0 SO 0 


tle with a Malaga player. 
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Man-of-the-match Jack 
Sobezyk, scored the winning 
goal for the Manly-Warringah 

Dolphins. 


By Arvind Hickman 


anly Warringah 
Dolphins are the 
inaugural Winter 


Super League champions 
after defeating the 
Bankstown City Lions 1-0 at 
Melita Stadium last Sunday. 

The Dolphins were hungrier 
from the kick-off and always 
looked a winning side after 
Man-of-the-match Jack 
Sobezyk netted their solitary 
goal in the fourth minute. 

Bankstown City were disap- 
pointing by their lofty stan- 
dards and often lacked the 
Cohesion and urgency to match 
their more determined oppo- 
nents. 

The usually reliable Lions 
defence looked out of sorts and 


might have conceded more save. 

had it not been for the The ball parried off 

heroics of keeper omit the crossbar and 

Zlatko Josevski. a : fell into the path 
The game of Sobezyk who 


made no mis- 
@ take from five 
yards out. 
Manly - 
9 Warringah contin- 
ued to pound on the 
pressure and another cor- 


started off at an 
electric pace and 
Robbie Gomez ON! 
had the 2,000 “ou. 
crowd on the edge cm 

of their seats when his 
shot from the edge of the 


a 
C 


‘2 Ragetre 
ravi er 


GRAND FINAL 


DOLPHINS ARE CHAMPIONS 


Winter Super League 


VWALENTINE SPORTS PARK 
235-257 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 2768 ® Phone (02) 9629 1800 


was re-gathered. 

Berry again looked like 
scoring on the stroke of half 
time when his header beat 
Josevski but was cleared off 
the line. 

The Lions couldn’t find any 
attacking momentum through- 
out the first half and never test- 
ed the Dean McCreath goal. 

Neither team seized the ini- 
tiative early in the second peri- 


Dolphins English attacker Jonathon Mitten (centre), receives close attention from Lions 
players Bryan Raeburn (left), and George Issa (right). 


area just skimmed the top right ner from Snyder in 
corner of the Dolphins goal. the seventh minute 
Then came the killer blow had the Lions 
after four minutes. defence in trouble. 
Adam Snyder's well placed Steve Berry headed 
corner was met by the flying goal bound and was 
head of James thwarted by another 
Stubbs-Mills forcing smart Josevski save 
Joseyski into a brilliant reflex which hit the crossbar and 


Pix by SEAN ARMSTRONG 


Jack Sobczyk celebrates his goal with Dolphins panties Captain Danny Townsend (right) 


f 


looks on. 


od but the Dolphins 
still looked the hun- 
grier, shutting down 
more effectively 
and winning the 50- 
50 balls, 
Mark Beldham and 
Jonathon Mitten were 
combining well, finding 
plenty of space and constantly 
peppering Josevki’s goal. 

Midway through the half the 
game had threatened to 
become violent after a spate of 
bookings, but referee Greg 
Leverton did well to maintain 
control. 

Bankstown City _ finally 
engineered two good chances, 
both falling to substitute Tain 
McDonald in the dying min- 
utes. 

Some nice footwork from 
the bustling striker turned 
Berry inside out on the edge of 
the box, however his hurried 
shot flew inches over. 

McDonald then rose above 
the defence to meet a cross 
with a venomous header that 
was well saved by McCreath 
onto the crossbar, and back 
into his hands. 

Tt was a case of the Lions 


NSW Soccer Federation President, Peter Gray presents 
Dolphins captain Danny Townsend with the 
Super League trophy. 
waking up too late as the @ Super League 
Dolphins held on for a memo- Grand Final images 
rable and well deserved victory. - turn to page 6 


VENUE: Melita Stdium.REFEREE: G. Leverton. 
_ CROWD: 2,000.MAN-OF-THE-MATCH: J. Sobozyk. 
MANLY WARRINGAH DOLPHINS: McCreath, 
Ju, Moss, Griffiths, Townsend, Stubbs-Mills, 
Beldham, Snyder, Sobczyk, Mitten, Berry, 
BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS: Josevski, Yildiz, 
Luksic, Raeburn, Kanaan, R. Issa | (Bradley 65), 
G. Issa (McDonald 58), Wearne, ae 
Trpdski (Hossam 79), Pavelic. : 
UNDER 21 FINAL: 
MacarthurRams 3 Manly-Ws - 0 
UNDER 18 FIN, 
_ Macarthur Rams 


‘Dolphins free-kick specialist, Adam Snyder (right) is closely 
shadowed by a Lions player. 
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